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SERMON SUNDAY 25TH FEBRUARY 2018 Genesis 17:1-17, 15-16; 
Mark 8:31-end 

 

In the name of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

“The right thing to do isn’t always the easy thing to do.”  This was the 
message that leapt from today’s readings.  And it’s true.  In life we 
face many choices, with the chance to do the right thing often being 
much harder than the alternatives.  This is true, whether it is you, 
me, the PM, Jesus or Abraham.  Also, God will call you at any age, be 
it 9 or 99.  Responding to the call is costly, as we see in both 
readings. 

 

How far are you prepared to make changes because God requires 
them of you?  If you are Abram, your life is completely changed.  
According to the Book of Genesis, he was 75 when he was first called 
by God and told that he would have many descendants.  Poor Abram 
probably thought he would have a quiet old age, but God had other 
ideas in mind.  God told him to worship Him alone, unlike the beliefs 
of his world, to leave his home, to move, to make altars to worship 
him, and later he even changed his name and Sarai’s.  Abram, 
meaning ‘exalted or noble father’ became Abraham ‘father of the 
nations’, and Sarai, meaning princess, became Sarah ‘mother of 
nations.’  These are all big ‘asks’, although actually, they were 
‘tells’.  It is incredible that he did any of it, especially given that he 
was probably thinking that he could relax and enjoy his remaining 
years.   
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There is a blip, of course, when Abram and Sarai didn’t believe that 
God could give them a child so late in life, they went with the easy 
option of Abram taking Hagar, Sarai’s slave-girl, as a wife.  Hey, 
presto, Ishmael is born.  But that was the easy option, not the right 
one.  The right one was to wait, to keep faith in God, who gave 
them Isaac.  The reward is not exactly what you’d expect, because 
God tells Abram: “‘Know this for certain, that your offspring shall be 
aliens in a land that is not theirs, and shall be slaves there, and they 
shall be oppressed for four hundred years.”  Great, thanks!  All this 
change at a stage in life when most people would prefer a quiet, easy 
time, and these descendants that are being promised are going to be 
slaves and oppressed.  Thanks!  But Abram was faithful to God.  The 
right course of action is the right course of action, even if it isn’t 
easy. 

 

Moving to our gospel reading: “Then he began to teach them that 
the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the 
elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be skilled, and after 
three days rise again.”  This isn’t exactly a barrel of laughs, and, given 
his great devotion to Jesus, I can understand that Peter didn’t want 
that for him.  Who would choose that?  What does he get for this?  
Jesus rebukes him with “Get behind me, Satan!  For you are setting 
your mind not on divine things but on human things.”   

 

I would like to explore why Jesus is so cross.  Perhaps it is because he 
is tempted by this easy option.  Indeed, when praying in the Garden 
of Gethsemane before his arrest, he falls to the ground and prayed, 
‘My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me;’, which is an 
astonishing display of desperation, and doubt.  But, because he’s 
Jesus, it is immediately followed up with ‘…yet not what I want but 
what you want.’  The right thing to do isn’t always the easy thing to 
do.  Jesus tells us that we have to deny ourselves, take up our cross 
and follow him.   
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How do you deny yourself?  How do you take us your cross?  How do 
you follow him?  These are questions we should ask all of the time, 
but especially during Lent. 

 

I’d like to suggest two practical ways we could do the right thing. 
Firstly, in my other sermon this morning – my reflection in highlights 
– I’ve extolled the wonders of Fairtrade.  Perhaps we could all 
consider fairly traded goods more this Lent and beyond?  Consider a 
fair cost of production rather than focusing on a bargain.     

 

Secondly, the Church of England is urging its members to give up 
‘single-use’ plastic for Lent.  Each week, there is a different theme, 
such as food and drink, clothing, travel.  In our house we are trying to 
follow this, but it is much harder than I expected, and I haven’t been 
completely successful, but I am much more aware of our modern 
consumption of plastic.  I am reminded, once again, that the right 
thing to do isn’t always the easy thing to do.  But if we are to show 
proper stewardship for God’s creation, we must change our shopping 
ways.   

 

We can act more justly, do what is right.  I’m pretty sure that 
whatever cost it is to us, it won’t be in the same league as Abram and 
Jesus.  Frankly, it’s good that Jesus ignored the easy option and did 
the right thing, because he bought us the hope of eternal life.  
Amen.  


