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 Welcome to our Music News….. 

The choir year  2018/19 has come to a close, and we have 

said some fond farewells to a number of members of our 

choirs. We have wished them well and look forward to 

hearing of their next adventures. As our Dean said at the 

farewells;  

 

‘Making music in this Cathedral Church is a wonderful 

privilege.  As I thought about it this afternoon, I found myself 

going into poetic and mystical mode, contemplating three 

different dimensions to that music making; first how the singing 

rises to heaven to join with the worship of angels and archangels; 

second, how the singing moves the hearts of those who hear it, 

better enabling them to pray and praise; and thirdly - and perhaps most poetically of all - how the singing sinks 

into the very stones of this cathedral, imbuing the place with a sense of divine encounter. In all of these senses, 

those who sing here are never forgotten, even as they go on to make music elsewhere, building on all they have 

learnt in this place.  To all we say ‘thank you’ and ‘God speed’. 

And so we do indeed wish God speed to Cordelia, Dorothy, Phoebe, Millie, Ben, Oliver, Harry, 

Alex and Seb from Cantate and to Christian, Edward, James and Francis, from the Cathedral 

Choir, as well as our Scholars, James, Anna, Patrick, James, Ethan, Peter and Oliver. 

 

Iceland 
Cantate undertook a splendid tour to Iceland last term. We were 

warmly welcomed to two very different communities and venues. Our 

first call was an historic and remote cathedral in the centre of the island 

at Skálholt. We arrived in deep snow, but our accommodation was 

delightful and we sang a concert in the beautiful Cathedral there. Then 

we moved to Reykjavik for a concert and a service at the iconic 

Hallgrimskirkja (see cover).  

Whilst on tour, we also enjoyed a marvellous trip around some of the 

most beautiful natural wonders of this remarkable country, from 

glaciers to waterfalls, lakes and geysers! We hope to return soon. 

 

  

Messiah   
An innovation this year for our annual 

Messiah performance was that we were 

able to select all of our soloists from within 

the ranks of our choirs. And so we were 

therefore treated to some stellar 

performances from Sam, Cordelia and 

Phoebe from our front rows; as well as 

Anna, Adrian and James singing some 

superlative recits and arias for Alto, 

Tenor and Bass. We were pleased to 

welcome back our regular orchestra 

managed by former Organ Scholar, Will 

Drakett who is now studying at 

Düsseldorf Musikschule.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

D-Day75   
Our D-Day75 commemorations took the form of 

two BBC Radio broadcasts, our Annual   D-Day 

Remembrance on Sunday 2 June and a significant piece 

of work in association with Portsmouth City Council, 

Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra and the 

composer James Olsen.  But the highlight was 

undoubtedly our concert Dona nobis pacem on 20th 

June in collaboration with the Solent Symphony 

Orchestra and Portsmouth Grammar School 

Chamber Choir. The programme included music 

from across Europe including the Saint-Saens ‘Organ’ 

Symphony, and featured an moving moment of 

memorial by re-calling the first announcement of D-Day action via the BBC World Service.  

Thank you to all who took part for this concert which also raised money for the newly-restored 

D-Day Story. 

 

Federation of Cathedral Old Choristers’ Associations Festival  
At the end of June, we welcomed sixty members of the 

FCOCA; all former choristers from across the UK, 

including a large party of former Westminster Abbey 

choristers, one of whom had been a member of the Abbey 

Choir during WW2. They were able to attend concerts within 

the Portsmouth Festivities as well as our round of daily 

services, Seafood on the Green and a specially arranged talk 

on the history of music in the cathedral here in Portsmouth, a 

harbour tour and a banquet.  

 

 

Cathedral Sing  near and far 
We have continued to work with schools in our diocese 

and earlier this term spent time on the IoW concluding 

with a concert at Newport Minster. Adrian Green 

(pictured), our Cathedral Sing Director, does a sterling job 

alongside his team of vocal leaders, and we will have 

manged to work with over 1000 children by the end of 

this year. 
 
Cantate Chorister, Clara writes……’On 12th June I 

travelled up to Liverpool to perform in the Cathedral Choristers of 

Britain concert for the Diamond Fund for Choristers. DFC is an 

organisation to aid all cathedral choristers in Britain so they can pay 

for the basics like music and maintain Cathedral tradition. That day 

all the chosen representative Choristers of Britain rehearsed in the 

crypt of the Metropolitan Cathedral. The next day we rehearsed 

and performed in the Anglican Cathedral. The experience was 

amazing and gave me much more confidence. While I was in 

Liverpool I was also lucky enough to be chosen to meet the Duchess 

of Gloucester (which was an honour!). Making friends with 

choristers from Bangor, Lincoln and 

Chester give me a true idea of how 

big the cathedral chorister 

community is. 
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 People 
We look forward to welcoming a new set 

of Gappers at the start of next term: 

Michael James Organ Scholar Sam Jones 

(Royal Grammar School, Guildford and 

Organ Scholar Chapel Royal, St James’ 

Palace; Choral Scholars Karol Jozwik 

(Counter Tenor; Cardinal Vaughan 

School, London), Ben Rutt-Howard (Tenor; Royal 

Holloway, London), Tom Law (Tenor; Eton College), 

Jeremy Fisher (Tenor; Chichester University), Chris 

Knight (Bass; Durham University) and Yiannis 

Goeldner-Thompson (Bass; Magdalen College 

School, Oxford). 

 

We bade farewell to our Junior Boys’ Vocal coach, Lucy Cronin this Summer, but are delighted to 

announce the appointment of Stephanie Read, who will start with us next term and will work 

with junior boys and girls. Mr Hurley will continue his excellent work with our senior boys and 

Choral Scholars. 

We are pleased also to announce that Alastair Ross, Director of Choir Church, will also being 

here as an Alto Lay Clerk alongside and in addition to his work with new choirs in our St James’ 

Milton Fresh Expressions Project. 

 

And finally….. 
Next term brings a number of special events in addition to our 

regular round of services. Over the summer our local Royal School of 

Church Music committees are organising and hosting two day sessions 

the composers Philip Stopford and Bob Chilcott (on the 12th July 

and 14th September respectively).   

 

Looking further ahead, we will be hosting the 100th Anniversary of the 

1919 Baltic Campaign in November and welcoming all those trusts 

and charities who support our Cathedral Sing Project at a special 

service with local schools on St Cecilia’s Day. 

 

 

In 2020 we plan to take the 

Cathedral Consort on tour to 

Lapland and then visit Poland 

with the Cathedral Choir later in 

the year.   

Next year is also a significant 

anniversary for the Cathedral as it 

will  be the 850th anniversary of 

the murder of Thomas Becket, 

our patron saint. We shall be 

putting on a number of special 

events here, and also visiting our Metropolitical Mother Church 

of Canterbury to sing two Evensongs in July and October. 

 

 

Information on all Cathedral Choirs from: 

David Price – Organist and Master of the Choristers 

music@portsmouthcathedral.org.uk 

Music Office, St Thomas Street, Old Portsmouth, PO1 2H 


