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THE RIGHT REVEREND 

CHRISTOPHER FOSTER 

 

The President discusses relationships, 
friendship and the Cathedral 

 

There’s something rather gentle and lovely about the fact that so many groups 
that work to support churches are known as ‘Friends’ of that place. Yet some-
thing more profound is going on, beyond simply the idea of support and upkeep. 
Being a friend of the Cathedral implies a relationship, a connection to a place 
with all its history and all the meaning it has in the lives of people. One of the 
distinctive qualities of friendships, it seems to me, is that it is never quite pinned 
down formally.  
 

Many kinds of relationship have a formal element, or are in themselves consti-
tuted by something very specific, but friendship is harder to place. It exists    
because it exists, whatever we think it is, and it matters because it matters. 
Somewhere in there is a relationship for its own sake, for the joy of simply    
being together in some way. To be a friend of the Cathedral, or any building for 
that matter, is to care about this place and in some way to know that we are 
cared for by it;  not only by those who serve as part of it, by somehow or other 
by the place itself.  
 

When Jesus tells his disciples that they are no longer servants but friends, 
something deeply unusual is being set out, something that we often miss in    
the plethora of other ways of talking about being Christian. When I pray before 
preaching I regularly refer to Jesus as our friend, a reminder that in that       
moment the Lord calls us anew into a relationship with him for its own sake.  
And, for all our sacramental life and order in worship, that friendship is also 
never quite formalised, because it is the relationship itself that matters. So thank 
you for your friendship, and friendship of this place, that helps it to continue to 
stand for the friendship offered us with God, in Jesus Christ.  
 

+ Christopher 



2 

 

THE VERY REVEREND 

DR. ANTHONY CANE 

 

The Dean talks about Friendship,  
Friends and the six key questions 
he has been asking 
 
 
Many children, struggling to finish their meal, will have heard variations of ‘think 
of the starving in Africa’ from their parents.  One particularly smart child is  
reputed to have responded, ‘name two of them’.  I wish I’d thought of that 
when I was growing up! 
 
The story dramatizes the tension between universal concern (‘the starving’) 
and caring about people we know personally, and can therefore name.  Christi-
anity teaches about love for all, even enemies; but also about the importance 
of friendship.  ‘I have called you friends,’ Jesus says to his disciples.  Some have 
wondered, however, whether the particular bonds of friendship are compatible 
with a more universal concern for everyone.  
 
My view is that human friendship is the key way we learn about such virtues as 
compassion, loyalty, love and the ability to understand other points of view - 
but ‘friendship’ also describes the kind of relationship God wishes to have with 
us.   The combination of human and divine relationship gradually helps us to 
learn that all human beings, even strangers and enemies, are potentially both 
our friends, and friends of God. 
 
The Friends of Portsmouth Cathedral are about both human and divine friend-
ship, not only assisting the maintenance, mission and ministry of our Cathedral 
Church, but also encouraging links between those who support it from across 
the diocese and beyond.  I would love to see the Friends grow and develop, 
and will do my best to encourage this aspect of Cathedral life in any way that I 
can.  Since arriving in Portsmouth in March, it has been a pleasure to join such 
a supportive community, and Clare and I are extremely grateful for the friend-
ship and welcome extended to us.   
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By now I have met hundreds of people associated with the Cathedral, and it has 
been a real pleasure to do.   I have also had just over thirty in-depth one-to-one 
conversations, in which people have told me about their association with the 
Cathedral, which in many cases stretches back over decades.  They have also   
responded to the same six questions:   
 

1.  What aspect of the current life and work of the cathedral excites you the 
most? 

2.  What are the biggest challenges the cathedral is facing? 
3.  Why is the cathedral facing these challenges? 
4.  What are the most promising unexploited opportunities for growth? 
5.  What would need to happen for the cathedral to realise these opportuni-

ties? 
6.  If you were me, what would you focus attention on? 

 
I have found the variety of answers I have received fascinating and helpful, and  I 
am currently thinking about ways in which I might share the outcomes of this 
exercise with the wider cathedral community.   Aware as I am of the significant 
strengths of our current cathedral life, I am also convinced that there is much 
unrealized potential here, not least in growing our visitor numbers – we are  
still too much of an ‘undiscovered gem’.   There are people out there who are     
potential friends of Portsmouth Cathedral, and many who do not yet realise   
the kind of relationship God wishes to have with all of us.  The Friends of   
Portsmouth Cathedral have a significant role to play in helping both kinds of 
discovery. 
 
With my prayers and best wishes. 
 
Anthony Cane 
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CAPTAIN  

ANDREW SLATER RN 

 

The Chairman reports on the key events 
of the Friends over the last year 
 

 

 
Some of you will know that I escape to Spain in the summer so that I can   
guarantee lots of sunshine and plenty of peace and quiet to write and edit the 
Friends’ Yearbook! Well much of this is true but trying to do this in tempera-
tures that are close on 40°C is not much fun. I know that the UK has been hot 
recently but add 10 degrees to those temperatures and that is what it is like. 
Anyway, back to the Yearbook! Another year has passed. There have been ups 
and downs but overall everything is generally very satisfactory. 
 

The finances are certainly in good order and thanks to the hard work of the 
Treasurer chasing up missing subscriptions we are holding our own in this area. 
The various away-trips generally made a profit (although this is always a careful 
balancing act if there are insufficient attendees) and profits were made in other 
activities. This has allowed us to continue major support of the Education     
Department plus paying for repairs to vestments and the purchase of one of 
the new Donation Boxes. In addition, following a bid from Sarah Page for funds 
to equip and provide materials for the new ‘Pop-Up Cathedral’ we have given a 
further £800 to the Education Department. The education work throughout 
the diocese has been so encouraging and has meant many more children have 
had an opportunity to understand ‘Church, Cathedral and the Bible’ that the 
Council had no hesitation is providing this extra support. 

 

One area that is less encouraging is the number of lay members of Council. In 
Portsmouth, we place much store on the Council being heavily lay biased and 
this works well for the overall benefit of the Cathedral. However, for most of  
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the last year there have only been two of us and that includes the Chairman.  
We urgently need more active lay involvement and support if we are to contin-
ue with many of the things we currently do. A number of direct approaches 
have been made for new members but so far with no success. So if you feel you 
can help and are willing to commit to full participation in the work of the coun-
cil please get in touch with me. 
 

We were very sad to say good bye to Canon Peter Leonard at Easter. He has 
been a member of the Council throughout his time in the Cathedral and has 
provided real encouragement and enthusiasm for our work. We wish him well 
in his new challenge as Archdeacon of the Isle of Wight. The Friends made a 
farewell gift on his departure to which he responded “thank you to you and the 
friends for your generous gift on my departure from the Cathedral …… I wish 
you and the friends every success moving forward and look forward to bump-
ing into you from time to time at the Cathedral”. 
 

Later in this Yearbook you will find an article on trips, past and future, we have 
planned. These visits are very popular and invariably thoroughly enjoyed by 
those that attend. However, they do take a lot of organising and we always try 
to keep the cost down to the absolute minimum as we are always conscious 
that people’s funds are not inexhaustible – but our trips are always a lot cheap-
er than if you booked a similar package direct with a coach company. So please 
have a look at what’s on offer and then book up once individual trips are for-
mally advertised. 
 

In conclusion, this wonderful organisation is in good heart but needs more help, 
not only for new lay Council members but for new members as well – and you 
are the best recruiters. Thank you for your continued support and I look for-
ward to seeing a large number of you at the AGM on Sunday 29 September and 
then lunch afterwards (details enclosed). 
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THE REVEREND CANON 

PETER LEONARD 

 

The Annual Theme and reflections 
on his time in Portsmouth as he 
departs for the Isle of Wight 
 

 
For the last five years at the Cathedral we have used an annual theme to focus 
our thinking and discipleship. We began in 2014 with Political Awareness and 
topics have since included Other Faiths, the Environment, Time and the theme 
for 2019 of Living Well. 
 

Last year’s annual theme of Time proved to be very stimulating in a variety of 
ways from highbrow lectures by astrophysicists to monthly Dr Who evenings via 
horology and bell tower tours. We continued our work with the arts communi-
ty and the ‘Monolith’ installation proved to be both inspiring and challenging to 
many of us, provoking interesting and stimulating conversations and debate. 
 

The current ‘Soup of Souls’ installation is the climax of last year’s theme and is a 
wonderful temporary addition to the Nave. It is proving extremely popular, 
bringing a large number of new visitors into the Cathedral who then enjoy 
looking around the rest of the building as well. 
 

Our 2019 theme of ‘Living 
Well’ commenced with ‘An 
Evening with Ruby Wax’, 
and as a result of this the 
Cathedral has signed up  
to the Mindful Employer 
scheme. A good way of en-
suring that our procedures  
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and practices are supportive of the wellbeing of both volunteers and staff. We 
have also run a Lent course based on Living Well with God and some symposi-
ums with local professionals working in the area of wellbeing. We hope to have 
some other events in the Autumn depending on the success of fundraising    
applications. Please do keep an eye on the website for further information. 
 

By the time you read this I will have moved on from the Cathedral. I had always 
thought that I had a very good working knowledge of the Cathedral prior to 
becoming Acting Dean but seeing it from that particular point of view was very 
enlightening indeed. Expressions such as ‘juggling jelly’ or ‘herding cats’ spring to 
mind but not in a negative way. This is rather a symptom of the vibrant, lively 
and active Christian community which makes up Portsmouth Cathedral. People 
of faith and conviction who not only worship together but also learn, pray, 
serve and live well together. A community who are not afraid to try things out 
or even to make mistakes. A community who care for each other and the many 
visitors who pass through the building. A community rooted in Portsmouth, 
both the city and the diocese. 
 

The Cathedral is about to embark on a new and exciting part of its story. I 
have said on many occasions that change is a good thing will enable the Cathe-
dral to remain fresh and engaged. The changes taking place will bring new vi-
sion, insight and energy and as a result excitement. All of which will enable 
Portsmouth Cathedral to remain vibrant, engaged and active.  
 

I am grateful to have played a part in the story of Portsmouth Cathedral and 
look forward to remaining connected as Archdeacon of the Isle of Wight and 
seeing it continue to flourish. 
 
Editors Note. On the previous page Canon Peter mentions the ‘Soup of Souls’ 
installation. Please see pages 19 to 23 for images and a further description of 
this. 
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SIMON ABLETT 
 

The Cathedral Architect reports on repair works and the 
ongoing Quinquennial Review 
 

The repair works undertaken during 2018 consisted of items informed by    
the last quinquennial inspection, rolled into a single contract.  The works      
concentrated on the exterior of the Cathedral, with areas of stone pointing   
to the south Quire aisle and the adjacent south tower transept turret.  Rainwa-
ter pipes were redecorated with new stainless-steel fixings to pipes and to 
hoppers.   
 

Work on the South Quire Aisle stonework pointing getting underway 
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Roofing works included repairs to asphalt and the application of solar reflective 
paint, the overlaying of the flat south aisle roof with thick tapered insulation 
board to improve thermal performance and with a new finish.  The South    
Transept east lead parapet gutter was replaced with a new lead lined gutter,   
on a new treated timber structure, with shorter bays and deeper drips.         
Improvements to ventilate the roof space were also undertaken.  To the roof 
space above St Thomas’ Chapel insulation was laid to the top of the timber and 
lath and plaster vault, after dirt and debris had been vacuumed. 
 
One key task was to take out the nine south aisle windows to a specialist     
glazier’s workshop and undertake repairs and cleaning, as we had done on the 
north side in 2017.  This work required a scaffold internally and externally.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Portsmouth Grammar School window — one of the repaired  Navy Aisle 

windows.  In addi on to repair, the panels were also restored to their original 

order following an error when they were last repaired. 
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The Quinquennial Review had raised concern 
about the condition of the lead covering      
to the north-west tower finial and the split   
to the leadwork on the southern side was 
confirmed by a drone survey.  The split was 
temporarily repaired by steeplejacks this  
summer but will require further work in 
2020.  

The South Transept internally continues to 
show signs, in various parts, of incoming     
water ingress, especially to the east wall and 
the plaster cornice on the south side.  Both  
of these areas will be inspected in the early 
autumn when it is hoped a scaffold will be 
erected internally and externally.                     The damaged SW Tower finial. 

The west Towers and the Nave roof captured by Drone photography. This 

clearly shows the advantages of using advanced technology. It’s just a pity 

that the drone cannot do the repair work as well! 
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PETER SANDERS 

 

The Chapter Clerk reflects on 
many happy and challenging 
years at the Cathedral as he 
heads to retirement 
 

 

Chapter Clerk – What a Job!  
 

I said in the Friend’s Yearbook 2016 that I was still trying to work out what my 
job was and as I leave I’m still wondering!!  I said that it was primarily about 
buildings and personnel and at the end of the day the bottom line was always 
finance!  Of course what it’s really about is serving God; and in doing so, serving 
the variety of congregation members, staff, volunteers and visitors that make   
up the Cathedral Community; and maintaining the building for worship and   
mission for years to come.  What a privilege it has been to serve as the senior 
lay member of staff! Captain Andrew Slater, Chairman of the Friends  asked me 
to write this article to illustrate some of the highlights of my time here as 
Chapter Clerk so here they are!  
 

Well first off of course was being appointed and I will always remember going 
with Gillian, my wife, on the day after the interview to have an informal conver-
sation with the Dean in the Deanery. I think it was with greater trepidation 
than the interview itself! 
 

And now in no particular order other highlights. 
 

Installation – Sunday 19 May 2013, all went very well but it came as a bit of a 
surprise that I was actually physically installed by being pushed gently, but firmly, 
into my stall by Dean David’s strong right arm!  
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Music – The slightly muted beauty of the choir rehearsing or someone playing 
the piano as it filters through to my office from the music centre below!  

The Tower Works – What an experience!  Summonsed by the maintenance man 
one winter’s day early in 2014 we surveyed the leaks permeating from the top 
of the Tower Cupola through the Clock Room and into the Ringing Chamber.  
Days later, with the Cathedral Architect, I stood with my back to the ribs of the 
Cupola and felt it gently twisting in the wind!  A screwdriver easily easing 
through more than one of the massive oak beams up to its hilt indicated we   
had a major structural issue!  Two years later, with generous funding from the 
First World War Centenary Cathedral Repairs Fund, and an original contract  
extended from 6 to 12 months, the essential works were completed! 

Christmas Fairs – Need I say more, always fun, always a great sense of commu-
nity and togetherness and they generate income for the Cathedral! 

Crib Services – Dressing up as an angel for the crib services! 

Aircraft Carrier – Quite by coincidence on 20 May 2013 I was having lunch 
with the Dean in the Royal Naval and Royal Albert Yacht Club when the former 
HMS Ark Royal, under tow, was being escorted out of Portsmouth  on her last 
voyage.  As the ship’s shadow fell across the windows of the club a silence      
ensued and all stood up to see the ship gracefully glide by – a lasting memory.  

Sung Evensong & Evening Prayer – The joy of Sung Evensong and occasionally 
the quiet of evening prayer in St Thomas’s Chapel. 

Samuel Pepys ‘Plague, Fire & Revolution’ Exhibition – In October 2015     
attending the preview of this exhibition at the National Maritime Museum        
in Greenwich as a result of the Cathedral loaning its Tangier plate to the        
exhibition. 

Cathedral Roof Tops – Wandering around the quiet of our own roof spaces 
and the privilege of the behind the scenes and roof top tours of other cathe-
drals, courtesy of the network of Cathedral Administrators! 
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Carbon Footprint Contribution – Thanks to the assistance of our energy con-
sultant, Adrian Reed, we took delivery in February 2015 of a Combined Heat & 
Power Unit at the princely sum of £1 (yes £1 from the receiver, the original 
supplier having gone bust!) and it is still going strong!). Then last September an 
array of solar panels on Cathedral House.  Both generate electricity: the unit 
from gas and the panels from the sun, with the excess being fed into the Na-
tional Grid, with a small income to the Cathedral!  (See the website for details.)  

Organ Stop – Over three years in the making: design, planning permissions, 
funding but what a sound!  And the pipes look wonderful drawing the eye to 
the Rose Window.  
 

Vocabulary – I’ve learnt a whole new vocabulary, a nd I’m still learning, of ec-
clesiastical and architectural terms from: Albs, Chasubles and Dalmatics to Aum-
bry and Clerestory, choirs and Quire. 
  

Finally thank you to everyone … but particularly 
 The former Dean, David Brindley, for employing me and supporting me all 

along the way. 
 Liz Snowball for always being there and reminding me of what I needed to 

do!   
 First Rachel Richardson, and then Nicky Taylor, for sterlingly (pun intend-

ed!) doing all the hard work crunching the numbers for budgets and ac-
counts, which I then got the thanks for (sorry Rachel & Nicky!). 

 Simon Ablett, our Cathedral Architect, for being so easy to work with, who 
assisted me and the Cathedral so ably in making the successful First World 
War Centenary Cathedral Repairs Fund applications and overseeing the 
various works.  And with whom I’ve enjoyed clambering all over the Cathe-
dral roof spaces! 
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JOANNA GODFREE 
 
The Cathedral Archives 
 
 
 
Reflecting on the two years or so since I started volunteering in the Cathedral 
Archive, I see the work from two perspectives: from one angle, there I am, grap-
pling endlessly with a roomful of assorted documents and pictures – admittedly 
it’s a small room, but one which seems to contain ever more material! (not for 
nothing is it called – in a friendly way – ‘Hell’).  Yet from another direction, it’s 
clear that gradually threads are being drawn together, stories are emerging, 
characters are leaping out from the shadows of this building we all love. I can’t 
do better than show a few highlights of my work, in the hope of sharing some 
of the excitement with you.  
 

As a highlight of this past year I’ve been to Oxford to study the original printed 
text of the sermon the vicar William Ward preached at the opening of the new 
organ in St Thomas’s Church, in Summer 1718; the gorgeous organ case is still 
here, and celebrated its 300th anniversary last year. I also examined the sermon 
that was preached and published in response by the non-conformist minister 
John Norman, just up the High Street. 
 

The Reverend Mr Ward’s sermon (so laden with biblical references that the 
Revd Norman suggests he must have plundered the entire Bible in his despera-
tion to support his argument!)  is based upon apt verses from Psalm 150: ‘Praise 
him with stringed Instruments and Organs. Praise him upon the loud Cymbals: 
praise him with the high sounding Cymbals. Let every thing that hath Breath, 
praise the Lord.’ And he ends his sermon sonorously:  
 

“Let us tune the Harmony of our Hearts and Affections, to that of our Organ; 
and strive jointly, with a Holy Zeal and Resolution, Manibus Pedibusque, both 
with Hands and Feet, so to support the Ark of God, that Dagon may ever fall 
before its Presence. Let a strain of true Piety and Devotion keep pace with the 
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before its Presence. Let a strain of true Piety and Devotion keep pace with the 
Harmony of our Musick. Let it not lie so much in Sounds, as in sincere Hearts, 
devoted constantly to God’s Worship and Service. And then, whilst we praise 
our God with stringed Instruments and Organs, and sing merrily unto the Lord with 
a chearful Countenance, we need not fear the Taunts of proud Babylon, nor to sit 
down by her Rivers, nor to hang our Harps on the Trees that are therein… 
In all populous Towns and Cities of the Land, praised be God, our Churches and 
Organs encrease and flourish; notwithstanding the Clamour and noisy Prejudice 
of Gainsayers: What, therefore, have we to do, but to frequent them …, for 
thither the Tribes go up, even the Tribes of the Lord, to testify unto Israel, and to give 
Thanks unto the Name of the Lord, Psalm 122.” 
 
In response, John Norman uses for his text John 4, v.24 – ‘God is a Spirit, and 
they that worship him must worship him in Spirit and in Truth’; but he adopts an 
engagingly relaxed, almost humorous tone. For instance, he writes: “As to the 
other Quotation from this Book (viz. Job, chap. 21.12) whoever will consult the 
Context can’t but observe, but that it is an account of how Wicked Men spent 
their Days, and that amongst other things, they take the Timbrel and Harp and re-
joice at the sound of the Organ. Some perhaps may fancy that I give this Scripture 
a wrong turn; but I desire they would read the chapter, and particularly from 
the 7th verse, and I am sure they must believe their own Eyes if they won’t be-
lieve me.”  

 

There was probably a good deal of this sort of combative stuff between the 
two ministers and their respective congregations, and Norman’s claim to have 
been unaware that the public might wish his sermon to be published seems a 
bit disingenuous! – “I can assure the Reader,” he protests, “when the following 
Sermon was composed, it never entered, so much as once, into my Thoughts to 
make it publick; if it had, perhaps it might have appeared in a more agreeable 
Dress …: however, since it happened to be Preach’d the very next Day after the 
Reverend Mr. Ward delivered the Discourse which he has since Printed; and 
several of my Friends have given me to understand that they should be very 
well pleas’d to see it Published; I have consented to let it go out of my Hands.. ” 
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In other areas: I’ve pored over contemporary news reports of the 1944 D-Day 
embarkations, and looked at wartime service 
sheets, at the prompting of Canon Jo, who 
wondered whether/how cathedral attend-
ance at that time reflected events … to 
some extent possibly it did! For instance … 
Holy Communion was celebrated at 8am 
and noon each Sunday, and on May 21st 1944 
there were 5 and 6 communicants respec-
tively; on 28th May, Whit Sunday, there were 26 and 20; on the following Sunday, 
4th June, there were 7 and 35. These figures could be purely random however; 
there was certainly a strong feeling that life must be seen to go on just as    
normal at this time, summed up by the extract to the left, under the headline 
‘Civilians who saw kept quiet’ - published on the very day of the D-Day embar-
kation. 
 researched the life and death of Mary Palmer, pastry-cook at 91 High 

Street, who died in a fire there in 1888; her death was marked with a    
memorial plaque in the Quire, erected by naval officers who had appreciat-
ed her wonderful baking.  

 shared stories with artist Pete Codling, which fed into his epic art installa-
tion ‘Soup of Souls’. 

 played a small part with the Cathedral Guides in presenting the 2018   
Heritage Open Days, featuring the work of Extraordinary Women in the 
building’s history – a great journey of discovery. 

 recently received a lovely collection of papers about the 
collaborators on our glorious hand-lettered and illumi-
nated Service Books, including close-up images of some 
of their work [at the top of this article]: gilding and ini-
tials by Graily Hewitt, illumination by Ida Henstock, one 
of our Extraordinary Women. 

 bumped into Ted Andrews [right], foreman of the team 
who completed the West End, by his own initials at the 
west door; we went up to the Archive Room, where he 
proudly reminisced over our many photographs of the work of his men. 
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 repeatedly turned to my invaluable fellow members of the Research Group, 
who are a joint source of many decades of experience and knowledge!  

 

Finally, simply walking through the Cathedral can create encounters that lead  
to fascinating things; only the other day I bumped into a couple of people who 
are creating a platform in the Old Portsmouth area - called ‘Seekers Create’ - 
to link young people with heritage & arts activities, focussed around the    
Portsmouth Sailing Club; as we talked I could see new ideas popping in their 
brains – involving (among other exciting possibilities) the cathedral bells, the 
organ and the hermit’s room. 
 

Some queries are frustrating dead ends - lots of records and items seem simply 
to have vanished into thin air - but no research activity is ever wasted, and the 
story of the long and rich life of the building, and its people, is endlessly absorb-
ing. I would very warmly welcome new volunteers to the archive team – please 
just get in touch via the Cathedral Office! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Archive Room in the north tower 
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16th March 2019 
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SOUP OF SOULS 

 

An art Installation by Peter Codling 

Supported by Arts Council England funding 

 
The exhibition by Portsmouth based artist Pete Codling was created and in-
spired during an artist residency project in the summer of 2018 as part of the 
Portsmouth Cathedral ‘s Annual Theme for 2018. 
 

Pete unveiled his exhibition, ‘Soup of Souls’, in the Cathedral nave on January 
24th to a crowd of visitors and friends on a special opening night.  The eight 
panels created by Pete are the product of his time spent in quiet reflection 
and creativity in the relative isolation of the ‘Hermitage’.  The panels hang in 
the Nave, suspended from the massive stone columns which support the  
roof, with an impressive effect of filling the space with their artistry and detail. 
The exhibition is the culmination of time spent by Pete at Portsmouth       
Cathedral in the ‘Hermitage’, a small quiet space in the Cathedral tower with 
superb views of the city of Portsmouth, Portsmouth Harbour, and The Solent. 
Pete drew inspiration to a great extent from the activity and the stories of 
the waters of the Solent, from which he developed the compelling narratives 
in his drawings.  
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They Fell - The common term ‘fell into the water’ caught my thoughts in this 
panel. There are many stories of people falling into the water of the Camber 
dock, falling off boats, ships and ferries, off seawalls and from the piers and dock-
yard wharfs. The imagery I have used in the top section clearly suggests the desti-
nation but not specifically where these folks have fallen from. The mid and lower 
section however are drawn to touch up three stories: One of a young lad, whose 
rowing boat capsized in the harbour returning home from Gosport. One of 
young mother and her child, I was amazed how many people have simply ‘fallen’ 
into the Camber Dock, some under the influence, some pushed, some whose sad 
decision is politely referred to as ‘fallen into the water’.  
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They Sank - This panel reflects on the many thousands of burials at sea that 
have taken place formally through the Royal Navy and one imagines perhaps in 
a less formal manner in times gone by. In the top section HMS Victory, Mary 
Rose, a WW2 battleship, the current HMS Queen Elizabeth and a submarine try 
and convey the history of burial at sea as military/naval tradition. This ceremony 
has a long history across nations and cultures, but I have tried to make the local 
reference in this regard. The solitary figure, weighted with an anchor and 
wrapped in the traditional sail cloth or flag is suspended, floating upright in the 
journey to the bottom of the sea. Arms crossed and sinking the figure is high-
lighted in the darkness by a halo, of a sailor’s cap, and set of wings suggested by 
the shoal of fish. The seabed is composition suggestive of Britannia with the lion, 
shield and figure draped with the Union Jack. The seals, a sea lion and a com-
mon harbour seal await arrival, the lives of many others represented not just by 
the many fish but also the ‘starfish’, that are used throughout the panels to rep-
resent the many and those forever unknown to history. 
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They Fish - This panel was inspired by the local story of the Wilhelmina J, a 
scallop fishing boat from the Camber Dock in Old Portsmouth. In 1991 it was 
sunk with all six hands after colliding in the cold early hours with a Cypriot oil 
tanker in The Solent. The imagery used here is both illustrative of the boat itself 
and a representation of fishing folklore and seafaring mythology. The mermaid/
man and the selkie, half woman half seal, are composed around the figure of an 
elderly fisher man holding an open shell. The symbolism is open to interpreta-
tion, but the intention was to create a feeling of tenderness and spirituality; of 
the generosity of these fishermen who risk their lives daily to provide food for 
our table. It is not a portrait of a particular fisherman but intended to reflect 
the traditions, skill and knowledge involved. I had the pleasure of meeting some 
of the families and other scallop fishermen who use the Camber Dock and was 
struck by their comradery, their faith in their boats, the family photos stuck to 
the walls and around ships’ instruments. Despite all the tradition and now the 
science of fishing and navigation I was inspired to hear the open-minded ap-
proach to fate. Somewhere ‘between the devil and the deep blue sea’ is a place 
for us all. 
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They Sang - This striking image of a young African in his traditional tribal 
clothes sinking below the sea, carried by the fish and accompanied by a dolphin 
on the rest of his journey, is as striking as the sad story of his ship and the 600 
other men that perished with him in cold dark waters of a foggy night just off 
the Isle of Wight in the height of World War One. The SS Mendi was a South Af-
rican steam ship taking The South African Nations Labour Corp to serve as the 
hard labour and horrific mess of the WW1 battle fields. These ‘un-armed’ la-
bour forces taken from across the old Empires. Having travelled by ship from 
South Africa all the way to the Isle of Wight she was hit by another steam ship 
the SS Darro and quickly went down with all hands.  A particularly moving part 
of the story is the singing and chanting heard from the ship as she sank, suppos-
edly lead by an African elder in the full knowledge of their fate and in the tradi-
tions of the native tribes on board. In this panel I have used the bottom of the 
sea and the linear suggestion of currents to depict a battle field. A battle field in 
this case, that has no weapons, no guns, only the tools of hard labour, shovels 
and picks, and the skulls and helmets of those who fell before. I cannot imagine 
which fate would have been worse, to die quickly at sea or to spend years 
clearing up and labouring over the horrors of a world war.  
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MARGARET WILSON 
 
The Head Guide and  member of the 
Cathedral Research Group explains 
some important facets of guiding in 
the last year 
 
 
 
 
The Guiding Service is dedicated to interacting with visitors - local, national and 
global interpreting for them the Cathedral - its Christian worship and History. 
This two-way process is stimulating, often humbling and very rewarding. In 2019 
we have been approached by visitors who have enhanced our knowledge of the 
Cathedral and one of its Memorials and we are most grateful to them for their 
input. 
 
June 2019 marked 75 years since Operation Overlord and D-Day which estab-
lished a beachhead and began the liberation of Europe. The HMS ISIS memorial 
(Navy Aisle) is one of the main features associated with D-Day. This Intrepid 
Class destroyer was mined off the French Coast on July 20, 1944 with the loss 
of 11 officers including the Commanding Officer and 144 men whose names 

are inscribed on the 
inside of the bronze 
doors.  
Only 20 survived - 
one officer and 19 
men. Among the 
dead was Sub-Lt 
J ack  Rogerson 
whose relatives have 
recently gifted his 
photo album togeth-
er with his letters 
to his parents writ-
ten after D-Day. 
These letters re-

count what happened from Jack’s viewpoint, together with official and personal 
letters sent after his death. This information provided a poignant and pertinent 
exhibit celebrating D-Day 75. 
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Lieutenant Commander Durell’s father organised the ISIS memorial, which was 
designed by Sir Charles Nicholson - the architect responsible for the 1930s   
expansion of the Cathedral and the Nave.  The stone carving was sculpted by 
Edmund Burton; the bronze work by Franklin & Co. It was dedicated in Novem-
ber 1946.  
  
Early in 2019, two visitors approached a guide, explained their interest in Apo-
tropaic Marks and requested permission to search for these in the Cathedral. 
None of us were familiar with this term.  Derived from the Greek ‘apotropaios’ 
meaning to ward off, Apotropaic Marks are scribed marks intended for the spir-
itual protection of a building. The visitors identified several marks in the oldest 
part of the building - the Chancel / St Thomas’s Chapel. The most distinct are a 
small inscribed Cross on the set of piers adjacent to the pulpit steps and one of 
the most common symbols the VV on the middle pillar of the south aisle. 
 

The Apotropaic Marks  -  The VV and the Cross 
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When any medieval church was first built, the local bishop would consecrate 
the building by anointing it with holy oil - traditionally twelve times on the in-
side and twelve on the outside. On the inside where holy oil was applied, the 
wall would then be marked with a painted or incised cross. The Chapel of St 
Thomas was consecrated in two stages: Chancel and Nave by Bishop Toclyve in 
1188; Transept, with additional altars and churchyard by Godfrey de Lucy in 
1196. We cannot be certain that ‘our’ Consecration Cross dates from 1188 but 
we do know that it is positioned adjacent to where the Rood Screen was 
placed. 
  
The VV symbol is often shown inverted to show the capital letter M. “Virgo Vir-
ginum” Virgin of Virgins and Maria represent the Virgin Mary. In the twelfth cen-
tury, the main altar was at the East End. It was only moved to its present posi-
tion in 1989. The Medieval Church fostered the belief in the protective power 
of physical symbols hence the proximity of such a powerful sign to the Altar. 
There is also an ichthus and a chi-rho. These are less distinct but visible. 
 
Enjoy finding them on your own when you next visit the Cathedral! 
 
 
LEAVING A LEGACY TO THE CATHEDRAL 
 
Many of you will remember that at the last Annual General Meeting, Tim Sledge, 
until recently the Head of Fundraising for the Cathedral, gave a short presenta-
tion on his life and work for the Cathedral. In particular, he highlighted the    
importance of raising new funds for the Cathedral and especially encouraging 
members of the congregation and others to consider making a legacy for the 
Cathedral in their will.  Sadly, Tim is no longer a member of staff but he has   
produced a leaflet covering many of the points he covered at the AGM. A copy 
of this leaflet is enclosed with this Yearbook for your consideration. 
 
For those who may be less enthusiastic about making a legacy directly to the 
Cathedral, then you may wish to consider the alternative of making a legacy to 
the Friends.  All moneys held by the Friends are solely for the benefit of the  
Cathedral but funding decisions are made by the Council, which has a significant 
lay member bias, and are not normally in support of the routine running costs 
of the Cathedral. For further details about making a legacy to the Friends please 
see the highlighted box at the bottom of page 36. 
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TRIPS FOR THE MEMBERS - PAST, 
PRESENT AND FUTURE 
 
The Editor highlights key aspects of some of the activities 
enjoyed or to be enjoyed by the members plus the       
Cathdral Guides and members of the Friends of Old Ports-
mouth Association 
 
 
Over the past few years members have enjoyed a variety of exciting trips both 
to local places of interest and those further afield. These have included the Na-
tional Maritime Museum and the Old Royal Naval College at Greenwich, St 
George’s Chapel at Windsor, Mottisfont House and Gardens near Romsey and 
Mompasson House and the cathedral at Salisbury. The most recent visit was to 
Winchester for the Christmas Market on the Cathedral Green. 

Although there was only a small group on this occasion everyone really enjoyed 
themselves and from the number of bags that were taken into the coach for  
the return journey, many had had a most successful shopping time in the mar-
ket. This was full of appropriate Christmas gifts of high quality, many produced 
locally by British craftsmen and not available on the high street, all sold from 
pretty wooden chalets. In addition to the market some visited the City Water 
Mill, which is always fascination especially in winter when there is a great deal of 
water rushing through the narrow mill sluice with a thunderous roar. Also very 
polular place was the City Museum in the Square close to the Cathedral Green. 
The City Museum tells the story of England’s ancient capital, the seat of Alfred 
the Great from its origins as an Iron Age trading centre to Anglo‑Saxon glory, 
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And then you can find out about the last journey of Jane Austen to the hunt for 
King Alfred’s remains, explore the sights and sounds of Winchester past and 
present in the museum’s three galleries. In addition to some very beautiful and 
fascinating artefacts, there is a full scale model of how Winchester looked in Vic-
torian times in about 1870 when the population of the city was about one third 
of what it is now. This is just a snapshot of all the wonders that are available in a 
trip to Winchester. 
 
For our next outing we are making an all-day trip to the  Vyne on Tuesday 23 
July.  This wonderful National Trust property is close to the village of Sherborne 
St John, north-west of Basingstoke.  The Vyne is a former Tudor palace which 
was visited by King Henry VIII and Anne Boleyn. Recently reopened after a 
£5.4M major restoration, it now tells the story of a Victorian brother and sister 
who saved the mansion. You can explore newly presented spaces with collec-
tions inspired by intimate 19th century watercolours and personal family memo-
ries. In the chapel you can hear a Tudor mass soundscape. There are also beauti-
ful gardens with a number of interesting features and extensive grounds with 
lovely walks.  The Vyne has good facilities for refreshments and a light lunch. The 
visit is open to all Friends, Cathedral Guides and members of FOOPA.  

The main façade of this beautiful house overlooking the lake 
 
Please note that this trip is now fully booked but there will be another outing in 
October. 
 
Therefore come and join us when we visit Southampton in the middle of Octo-
ber.  The plans for this visit are still being finalised but the initial thoughts are for 
a visit to the SeaCity museum adjacent to Southampton Civic Centre. SeaCity 
tells the story of the people of the city, their fascinating lives and historic con-
nections with Titanic and the sea. The exhibitions bring maritime history to life 
through an interactive experience designed for all interests and ages. Then why 
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not pop next door to the Southampton City Art Gallery. This gallery has a re-
nowned international collection of over 5,300 paintings and when we are there 
it will be celebrating its 80th Anniversary.  Gallery 80 is a display of pride and 
celebration: showcasing the highlights of an already significant collection that 
was acquired ahead of the Gallery’s opening and, for the first time since 1939, 
we present the paintings which featured in the original exhibition. Alongside   
this will be a display of contemporary work by artists who have won, or been 
shortlisted for, the Turner Prize. Focusing on the Gallery’s curators and their  
relationships with artists, this display will highlight the successful history of   
purchasing artists on the cusp of their journey to becoming household names.   

Finally you can head off to the Tudor House and Garden.  Tudor House reveals 
over 800 years of history in one fascinating location at the heart of the Old 
Town. The timber-framed building facing St Michael’s Square was built in the late 

15th Century, with 
King John’s Palace, an 
adjacent Norman 
house accessible from 
Tudor House Garden, 
dating back a further 
300 years. Tudor House 
gives a unique and at-
mospheric insight into 
the lives and times of 
both its residents 
through the years, and 
of Southampton itself. 
It appeals to visitors of 
all ages and interests, 
who find the family-

friendly activities, interactive technology and fascinating displays a winning com-
bination.  Further details of this visit will be published shortly and see Flyer. 
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Finally, and this is a date for your 2020 diary, we have arranged an all-day visit to 
the Sandham Memorial Chapel and Highclere Castle (the home of the TV series 
Downton  Abbey) on Tuesday 21st  April 2020.  You may wonder why we are 
announcing this so far ahead but unless you book up to visit the Highclere at 
least a year ahead then all the group visit slots will have already been filled and 
I’m sure you would not want to miss the chance of visiting soon after the 
Downton Abbey film has been shown.  
 

The Sandham Memorial Chapel is a National Trust hidden gem in the 
Hampshire countryside reflecting one man's experiences in the First World 
War. This austere but classic 1920's building belies the incredibly powerful imag-
es of one of the most important twentieth century artists Sir Stanley Spencer. 
The nineteen paintings, which took six years to complete, are unique in that 
they depict everyday routine rather than the horror of combat.  

 

Highclere Castle is a large and beautiful country house in Jacobean style by 
the architect Charles Barry, with a 5,000 acre park designed by Capability 
Brown. The Castle is the home of the Earl and Countess of Carnarvon and the 
location for many films and is world renowned as the home of TV series Down-
ton Abbey. The character of the Castle has evolved over many years with the 
latest major change taking place over 40 years from 1838. During this time the 
house was transformed into a grand mansion that would impress the world.  
Once completed the Castle became a centre of social and political life as the 
Victorian era faded. Subsequently it was a hospital in WW1 and then briefly a 
refuge for evacuated children from north London in WW2. The Carnarvons still 
live in the house but open it to visitors in the summer. 
Details of this visit will be published later. 
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GIFTS MADE BY THE FRIENDS TO THE CATHEDRAL 

 

Singing Gallery Balustrade 
 
 
Organ Doors 
 
Choir Stalls 
 
Choir Robes  for the Cathedral Choir 
 
Altar Vestments - Green Frontal 
 
Internal Notice Boards 
 
Chest for Altar Frontals 
 
Cycle Rack 
 
Railings up to the Crossing 
 
Stand for the Peace Globe 
 
DVD explaining the Work and Life of the Cathedral for the Education Officer 
 
External Notice Board for the corner of St  Thomas’s Street and Lombard 
Street 
 
A Baby Changing Table for Cathedral House 
 
Installation of a Kitchenette in the Cathedral Cloister 
 
Special Book Pillows for the display of Cathedral Manuscripts 
 
Donations Collection Box 
 
The funding of the regular Education Workshops and Outreach Programme 
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One of the new donation  

boxes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Grailly Hewitt Service 
books displayed on the 

book pillows 
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THE FRIENDS OF PORTSMOUTH CATHEDRAL 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 

Sunday 29 September 2019 at 12.30 pm in Becket Hall 

  

AGENDA 

 

1. Prayers  

2. Welcome  

3. Apologies for Absence 

4. Minutes of the AGM held on 30 September 2018 

5. Annual Report by Chairman of the Friends’ Council 

6. Treasurer’s Report.  

 - Adoption of Accounts  

 - Appointment of Independent Examiner 

7. Membership of the Council   

8. Election of  

 - Honorary Treasurer 

9. Any Other Business 

10. Date of the next AGM and Friends’ Festival  

11. Closing Remarks by the President 

 

On completion of the meeting,  there will be a hot lunch in the Duke of      
Buckingham. 
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THE FRIENDS OF PORTSMOUTH CATHEDRAL 

Receipts and Payments Account for the Year ending 31 December 2018 

 

RECEIPTS 

 

PAYMENTS 

 

 

 

Note. Under the terms of the Constitution, the funds of the Charity are restricted to supporting the 
maintenance and development of Portsmouth Cathedral and its ministry  and mission. 

  2018 2017 

      

Subscrip ons 2916.00 2686.00 

Dona ons 192.80 198.00 

Sale of Friends Xmas Cards 265.00 405.00 

      

Events     

Salisbury/ Bombay Sapphire Trip 808.00 560.00 

Uppark Trip 0.00 108.00 

Time 4 Tea 30.00 0.00 

AGM Lunch 299.00 300.00 

Winchester Xmas Trip 220.00 276.00 

      

Total Receipts 4730.80 4533.00 

Salisbury/Bombay Sapphire Trip 654.45 660.00 

Uppark Trip 0.00 108.00 

Time 4 Tea 30.00 0.00 

AGM Lunch 275.00 300.00 

Winchester Xmas Trip 295.00 310.00 

Yearbook & Newsle ers Prin ng 471.50 516.00 

Prin ng of Christmas Cards 0.00 288.00 

Admin Expenses plus Postage 273.04 370.00 

Miscellaneous Expenditure 26.19 20.40 

Friends’ Conference 0.00 176.75 

David Brindley ‐ Farewell gi  25.00 25.00 

      

Total Payments 2050.18 2774.15 

NET RECEIPTS IN THE YEAR 2680.62 1758.85 

Undistributed Funds on 1 January 2917.48 5658.63 

      

AVAILBLE FUNDS FOR DISTRIBUTION 5598.10 7417.48 
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DISBURSED TO/FOR PORTSMOUTH CATHEDRAL 

 

 

 

Andrew Slater 

Andrew Slater (Treasurer) 

 

REPORT OF THE INDEPENDENT EXAMINER 

I am satisfied that the Receipts and Payments Account prepared by the Treasurer accurately summarises 
his full accounts. I have examined those accounts, together with the supporting Vouchers and Bank State-
ments, and found no reason to believe that the requirements of the Charity Commissioners have not 
been met, nor any aspect of the accounting worthy of any particular comment. 

 

Bob Williams 

 

Bob Williams 

30, Highbury Grove 

Cosham 

Portsmouth  PO6 2RR 

 

Approved by the Friends’ Council on 9th April 2019 

 

Andrew Slater 

 

Andrew Slater (Chairman)  

Educa on Workshops 1000.00 1000.00 

Book Pillpows 202.44 0.00 

Chasuble Repairs/Kitchene e 60.00 3500.00 

Dona on Box 1000.00 0.00 

Total Disbursements 2262.44 4500.00 

UNDISTRIBUTED FUNDS ON 

31 DECEMBER 

3335.66 2917.48 

      

Represented by     

      

Bank Current Account 3330.45 2912.27 

Bank Deposit Account 5.21 5.21 

Total 3335.66 2917.48 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AND FRIENDS FESTIVAL 2019 

 
This will take place on Sunday 29th September at 12.30 pm after morning 
Eucharist as part of the Patronal Festival of the Cathedral Church of St Thomas 
of Canterbury. It is hoped that the Bishop will preside on this occasion. The 
Agenda and Accounts for 2018 can be found on Pages 33 to 35 of this Year-
book; all other relevant papers will be available on the day.  Friends are all most 
welcome to attend the Eucharist at 10.30 am. Lunch will follow after the AGM. 

 
We hope for a good attendance of Friends at both the AGM and the lunch. 

 

FUTURE EVENTS  

Mid-October.  A visit to a local place of interest - to be confirmed 
Details of other events for 2019 and 2020 will be sent out with future  
Newsletters. 
 
CHRISTMAS CARDS 

It is hoped that there will be a Friends’ Christmas Card again this year. This will 
be on sale from the Cathedral Shop in due course once details are finalised to 
support the work of the Friends and the Cathedral. 
 . 

 

Published by the Friends of Portsmouth Cathedral 

 

Please Remember ‘The Friends’ in Your Will 
 

For the convenience of those who would like the Friends to benefit from  
their estate, the following form of bequest is suggested. 

 

“I bequeath to The Friends of Portsmouth Cathedral a sum of ……….pounds  
and I declare that the receipt of the Treasurer for the time being of the said 
Friends shall be good and sufficient discharge for the same.”  
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THE FRIENDS OF PORTSMOUTH CATHEDRAL 
  
 
President   The Rt. Revd. Christopher Foster 
     The Bishop of Portsmouth 

 

COUNCIL OF THE FRIENDS 

 

Chairman     Captain Andrew Slater,  Royal Navy 

  

The Dean     The Very Revd Dr Anthony Cane     

  

Residentiary Canon  Canon Chancellor - Currently Vacant  

      

Lay Representatives  Canon Sheila Picton        

       Currently Vacant 

Ex Officio:- 

 Honorary Treasurer  Captain Andrew Slater,  Royal Navy 

  

Membership Secretary Liz Snowball 

Address for correspondence  

     Friends of Portsmouth Cathedral 

      Portsmouth Cathedral   

     St Thomas’s Street 

    Old Portsmouth    PO1 2HA 

     Tel.  023 9289 2963  

                                  

     friends@portsmouthcathedral.org.uk 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Organ ‐ the Manual and East Case 

 


