
 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to the Autumn edition of the Friends’ Newsletter. For those who did not attend 

the AGM on Sunday 1st October following the Community Lunch, it was a successful event, 

chaired by the Dean with over 30 members attending. The Chairman reported that the 

Friends’ organisation was in good heart, was managing to retain its membership level de-

spite losing some through old age or leaving the Diocese and that the finances were in 

good order. The latest gift to the Cathedral was the installation of a Kitchenette in the 

north Cloister and this would be in full operation very soon. Various ideas for further con-

tributions would be considered at the next Council meeting. 

In this edition there is a report from Canon Peter Leonard about the ongoing success of 

the All Things Bright and Beautiful annual theme, a haul-down report from Oliver Hancock 

before he moves to Warwick in the New Year and some information about key dates for 

your diary, our Christmas visit to Winchester and this year’s Christmas Card. 

ALL THINGS BRIGHT AND BEAUTIFUL. An update  report by Canon Peter Leonard  

This annual theme for this year has been 

looking at ecology and the environment 

through faith, science and the arts and has 

been one of our most successful yet. We have 

reached far more people, engaged in a wider 

range of events and had a wider impact on 

our city and hopefully, through measures to 

reduce waste, energy consumption and our 

carbon footprint, on the world as well! 

Our Green Fair in the summer enabled a 

range of different groups and organisations to gather and share expertise and stories. The 

fair was particularly timely in highlighting the issue of the Southsea Coastal Defence 

Scheme and it was good to play our part alongside the University of Portsmouth in raising 

the profile of this extremely important piece of work.  

 

 

NEWSLETTER AUTUMN 2017 



As part of our Patronal Festival we held a sixth form student question time session with 

a range of speakers including the Archdeacon of Portsdown, The Venerable Dr Joanne 

Grenfell;  the advisor on the environment to the Archbishops’ Council, David Shreeve and 

priest and broadcaster The Reverend Peter Owen-Jones. There was lively debate amongst 

the panellists but a noticeable reticence to speak up from the students. This caused some 

concern amongst the speakers and there was an interesting discussion afterwards about 

how young people who receive so much information via social media might become disa-

bled by this in terms of taking action. Teachers who attended said that they were more 

vocal back in the classroom and that it had been the best question time we have held. 

The year was rounded off by a fantastic evening with Alan Titchmarsh who shared stories 

and anecdotes of his time as a gardener and broadcaster amidst serious points and tips 

on caring for the wonderful world we have been given. A retiring collection as taken 

which raised £420 for the Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Winter  Tree Shadows against the Cathedral 

It was always our intention that this annual theme would set us on a path which we 

would continue on after 2017. This will include working towards achieving the Eco          

Church Silver award. At the question time session David Shreeve issued us with a      

challenge – he said that if we call ourselves the ‘Cathedral of the Sea’ then we ought        

to focus on looking after the seas from an ecological point of view. A few of us are      

considering what that might look like for us, possibly being involved in the regular 

Southsea beach clean or even hosting a conference pulling together all those involved   

locally or nationally in caring for the sea. We will keep you posted but if anyone has any 

ideas or wishes to join in please do be in touch. 



SUB-ORGANIST’S THOUGHTS ON TRUMPETS & TRIUMPHS by Oliver Hancock  

 

Psalm 150 is an oft-used example of instrumental praise: harps, lutes, strings, pipes, cymbals 

and – of course – trumpets. Portsmouth Cathedral’s Nicholson organ of 1861 is now    

complete, the en chamade trumpet pipes resplendent either side of the West window. If    

ever one needed encouragement to raise one’s eyes Heavenwards…  

The Cathedral’s organists can use the full range of repertoire, no longer hindered by not 

having a solo reed on the West side of the organ. More, though, the trumpets have a        

distinctive part to play in the Cathedral’s musical and liturgical life. Despite an element of 

‘ooh, new toys!’ initially, their role is all the more significant by sparing use: when the lights 

are turned on at the Easter Vigil, after the 40 days of Lenten darkness; to mark the arrival   

of significant figures; to make bold and dramatic statements. They certainly make themselves 

heard and despite certain biblical concerns – read Joshua 6.13-16 and Revelation 8.6-13 – 

they are a magnificent addition. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The en chamade trumpet pipes  installed in the Nave blind windows 

I’m pleased to have seen the completion of the organ before I leave to become Director of 

Music at the Collegiate Church of St Mary, Warwick. Having moved to the Cathedral of the 

Sea from the ‘Ship of the Fens’ (or Ely Cathedral), I am bracing myself for a move to a place 

about as far from any sea as it is possible to be in England. I have thoroughly enjoyed my five 

years in Portsmouth, and will remember with fondness such a range of experiences: carol 

services on HMS Victory and HMS Warrior 1860, the annual Royal Marines Band Service 

Memorial Day Service, innumerable tours and trips, broadcasts, and more, all in addition to 

the daily round of services that make up the opus dei. I face challenges ahead but rather than 

‘singing the Lord’s song in a strange land’, I hope instead to take my experiences, trials, and 

triumphs from Portsmouth, and so ‘sing unto the Lord a new song’.  



CATHEDRAL/FRIENDS’ CHRISTMAS CARD. 

These will be available from the Cathedral Bookshop in November. The image is of the     

Madonna and Child and is part of the lancet window on the south side of St Thomas’s   

Chapel.  For further details see the enclosed flyer.  Packs of 5 for £2.50. 

FRIENDS’ CHRISTMAS VISIT TO WINCHESTER.  Thursday 14th December 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our winter visit will be to Winchester for the Christmas Market. You can also visit the     

National Trust property of the City Mill near the town centre, the Cathedral or go shopping. 

See separate flyer for full details.  Friends and non-members all very welcome. 

 

Itinerary 

10.00am – Depart Cathedral by coach 

11.00am – Arrive Winchester (King Alfred Statue). Visit Market and/or Cathedral and City Mill 

3.30pm – Depart Winchester (King Alfred Statue), returning to Old Portsmouth at 4.30pm 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Christmas Fair.…. 11.00am to 2.00pm Saturday 2nd December .... if you have any books, china & glass,    

collectibles, flowers & decorations, jewellery, accessories & scarves, toiletries, and children’s toys that you 

would like to donate please contact the Cathedral Offices.    

Advent Carol Service….. 6.00pm Sunday 3rd December 

Friends’ Visit to Winchester - Christmas Market and City Mill. Thursday 14th December. 

Christmas Carol Services ….. 7.00pm Thursday 21st, Friday 22nd and Saturday 23rd December.  

Epiphany Carol Service….. 6.00pm Sunday 14th January.  

Cathedral Community Evening….. 13th February following Choral Evensong.  

Friends’ Visit to Salisbury - the Cathedral and Mompasson House.  In April 2018 after Easter.  

Event for members and non-members. More details in next Newsletter. Please tell and bring your friends. 

 
Cathedral Offices, St Thomas’s Street 

Old Portsmouth, PO1 2HA  

023 9282 3300     friends@portsmouthcathedral.org.uk 

www.portsmouthcathedral.org.uk 

 


