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THE DEAN’S FOREWORD 
 

This will be my last set of annual reports and 
APCM.  Since Gill and I arrived in Portsmouth 
in 2002 much has happened in the 
Cathedral.  We have made significant progress 
in building conservation and repair, music has 
grown and strengthened, our work in 
education has developed and broadened, and 
Development and Liturgical plans have been 
produced.  In 2002 the Cathedral was £50,000 
in debt.  Now thanks to some generous 
legacies and hard work from Peter Sanders and 
others in grant applications, we end the 
financial year with about £2.5 million in 
investments.   
 
Today is not the time for goodbyes and thanks, but I do wish to place on record my thanks for the 
dedication and hard work of so many colleagues.  We are fortunate indeed to be served by such a 
hard-working team of staff and volunteers. 
 
Since 2015 we have run successful Annual Themes and in ‘All Things Bright and Beautiful’ helped 
us focus on our stewardship of God’s creation, and our partnership with him in caring for the 
world.  The lectures and art events brought to the Cathedral many people who would not 
otherwise worship or visit, and the Annual Theme has shown that offering a variety of interesting 
events does indeed open our doors to more people.  The 2018 theme of Time is already proving to 
be interesting and popular. 
 
The major physical work on the Cathedral during 2017 was the roofing and stonework to the 
Cloister, and the repair of the windows.  We were again fortunate to receive funding from the 
Government’s First World War Centenary Cathedral Repair Fund of £240,000, which covered the 
majority of this work. 
 
The Cathedrals’ Working Group set up by the Archbishops to report on the governance and 
sustainability of cathedrals was published in January.  Discussions have been held with the 
congregation and the Foundation, and Chapter has sent a response to the working group.  It seems 
likely that the process will lead to some adjustment in the way, cathedrals are governed and 
managed, though the implementation is likely to take some time. 
 
The reports in the booklet, together with the audited accounts, tell the story of a vibrant and 
healthy Christian community.  As ever we are grateful to our many volunteers and staff for the 
range and variety of events we offer. 
 

David Brindley 
Dean of Portsmouth 
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CATHEDRAL COUNCIL 
 

There were a few changes to the membership of the Council: the Revd Wendy Kennedy resigned 
in November 2017 pending her retirement as Diocesan Secretary in January 2018 and we 
welcomed two new Bishop’s Council nominated members: Canons Stuart Foster and Lucy Docherty 
who were appointed in July.  Shirley Grayson-Smith and Nick Speller were re-elected as the 
congregational representatives at the APCM in April.  Richard Smout, holds the position of Lay 
Chapter representative.  There are a number of vacancies outstanding: one Bishop’s Council and 
two Cathedral Council, a full list of Council membership through the year is in the Audited 
Accounts.   
 
The Council met three times in the year, once, as usual, with Chapter.  In April Canon Peter 
Leonard gave a presentation on the progress of the Development Plan highlighting the Annual 
Theme ‘Faiths:Connected’, ‘Viewpoint’, increase in baptisms, replacement sound system and plans to 
introduce a project, ‘Volition’, offering volunteer opportunities to those who have been out of the 
work environment for a long time.  The same meeting also looked at the annual accounts produced 
by our new auditors, haysmacintyre:  

• their advice to treat the Groves and other significant legacy donations as a ‘Designated’ fund 
rather than as an ‘Expendable Endowment’ 

• that the Cathedral now holds a single investment fund through CCLA 
• that the deficit was mainly due to improvements to the Cathedral building and property 

Council formally received the Accounts at its October meeting. 
 
In October the Council met jointly with Chapter, saw its first draft of the 2018 budgets and in 
November considered and received the finally drafted budgets split into: Operational, 
Development Plan and Capital and including a three year projections to 2021, which was 
welcomed.   
 
The planned review of the activity of the Council was superseded by the national review of 
cathedral’s governance by the national Cathedrals Working Group who produced their draft report 
in January 2018 for consultation to which Chapter responded in February and the final version of 
the report is expected following the Archbishops’ Council meeting in March. 
 

Peter Sanders 
Clerk to the Council 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 



                                                                                                          
 

CATHEDRAL FABRIC 
 

Fabric Advisory Committee (FAC) Membership – The FAC is responsible for advising on and 
overseeing works to the Cathedral building and curtilage.  It met five times in 2017: February, 
March, May, September and November under the chairmanship of Jane Jones-Warner.  One 
Chapter nominee, John Pike, resigned in November 2017 and we welcome his replacement, Chris 
Wood, Head of Building Conservation & Research Team, Historic England.    

Cathedral Major Building Work – Much of the work of the committee in 2017, as in 2016, has 
involved major repair works to the Cathedral building funded by the First World War Centenary 
Cathedral Repairs Fund (FWWCCRF), which has seen the Cloister repair works, to stonework and 
corroded windows, commenced in the summer of 2017 and completed this March.  We are grateful 
to our contractors, Clarke Roofing (Southern) Ltd, and most particularly to our major funder the 
FWWCCRF. 
 

Quinquennial Inspection– The Care of Cathedrals Measure requires us to commission a five yearly 
inspection and the report by the Cathedral Architect, Simon Ablett, undertaken in 2016, reported 
that the Cathedral building was mostly in good condition, excepting the Cloister stonework and 
windows, now completed, and similarly the Southside stonework, windows and asphalt roofs, to be 
attended to this summer.  Other works highlighted as needing some attention: the Quiet Room 
roof, corroded bolts on down pipes, supports to lead hoppers, refurbishment of the South West 
Door and the replacement of wooden ladders/steps on the roofs will also be addressed.  All these 
works are to be funded from the Cathedral’s reserves. 
 

Organ Chamade – The committee having 
spent much of 2015 and 2016 refining 
the design for this exciting new addition 
to the Cathedral’s organ, approved by 
CFCE, the preparatory building work was 
completed in March, the installation in the 
summer, and the inaugural concert was 
hailed a great success in September 2017.   
 

Other FAC Work – The committee has 
had another busy year and the projects it has been concerned with have been the: 

• Replacing of the Cathedral’s lighting systematically with LED bulbs to reduce our carbon 
footprint and reduce costs  

• WRNS Centenary Commemorative Stone, dedicated at the service in November 2017 
• Fitting of two fireproof windows in the Tower, completed as part of the Cloister works 
• Continued consideration of our Environmental Stewardship and the Cathedral’s Carbon 

Footprint, insulation to part of the Cathedral’s roofs to be undertaken this summer  
• Repointing of the Crossing stone pavement, completed as part of the Cloister works 
• West front bollards 

 

Landscape Project – This project is still on hold following the unsuccessful HLF bid and whilst we 
concentrate on other major building works. 
 

Eco Church – We were granted A Rocha’s bronze award in 2016 and have been working towards 
the silver award, which we hope to achieve in 2018. 
 

Peter Sanders 
     Chapter Clerk and 
Secretary to the FAC 

 

  (©: Jonty Sexton)   
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CANON CHANCELLOR  
During this past year we have managed to continue to 
walk the tightrope of maintaining the spiritual heart of 
the Cathedral whilst ensuring that is fulfils its missional 
and civic responsibility as an open and accessible space 
for all. More than that I would suggest that we are able 
to do one because of the other – they are mutually 
dependent and I am grateful for the staff and volunteers 
who make this such a vibrant and exciting place. Much 
of what we have achieved has arisen from our 
Development Plan which comes to an end in 2019. 
During 2018 we shall be carrying out an evaluation process ahead of producing an updated plan 
once our new Dean is in place. Keep an eye on the website and weekly notices for more details of 
how to be involved in this process. 
 
Annual Theme 

Each year the programme of activities which form our Annual Theme 
get larger and more complex but alongside this they enable us to 
connect with a much wider group of people than we have previously. 
People who have had no experience of their Cathedral before are 
suddenly discovering it as a place to explore issues, meet people and 
develop themselves. There are far too many events to review them all 
but special mention must go to last year’s Green Fair which attracted so 
much interest in terms of coastal defences and put the Cathedral at the 
heart of an ongoing local issue.  

 
Art continues to be a key part of what we offer here and we have had some stunning exhibitions 
and are looking forward to the Cathedral’s own unique timepiece which is being installed during 
April 2018, as part of this year’s theme of Time and then there is September’s fossil and dinosaur 
exhibition in partnership with Dinosaur Isle to look forward to! We have also started a monthly 
‘Creative Spirituality’ session which is enabling people to come and explore their relationship with 
God through practical ways in the Cathedral. A new and interesting community is being developed 
as part of this. A particular favourite event of mine has to be the Doctor Who evenings in The 
Dolphin – some great discussions about issues raised in the TV series and of course the 
opportunity to watch some really good episodes from the past and present day. We are currently 
beginning the process of planning the theme for 2019 and look forward to inviting ideas for 
activities once we have got the theme sorted. 
 
Deanery Synod 
The Cathedral is part of the Deanery of Portsmouth and we continue to play a full part along with 
all of the other parishes in its life and ministry. The Deanery of Portsmouth continues to offer 
chaplaincies in Charter Academy and other colleges in the City and we have been pleased to 
support these. In addition we have worked with the other churches in the Inner City Cluster of the 
Deanery to operate an Older Persons’ Champion project which this year had grown and developed 
to include the whole Deanery rather than just the inner city churches. The role involves supporting 
parishes in their spiritual and practical work with older people. The Cathedral continues to play a 
part in helping to shape the Deanery action plan and thus the ministry and mission of the church in 



                                                                                                          
 

Portsmouth.  We are currently playing an active part in working with Harbour Church in supporting 
St. George’s Church, Portsea during their vacancy. We are part of a group drawing up a Mission 
Partnership Agreement between Harbour and St. George’s which will see some exciting 
developments in that part of the city.  
 
We are grateful to Kitty Price, June Purvis and Marion Syms for being our representatives on 
Deanery Synod. 
 
Discipleship 
Our discipleship work continues to centre on our Annual Theme but we also prepared both adults 
and young people for confirmation and ran follow up courses after this. Our team of Lay Pastoral 
Assistants continue to meet regularly for ongoing training and supervision and we are delighted to 
be embarking on a new Bereavement Support Project with them and others over the coming 
months. 
 
In partnership with the Diocese we continue to run the Living Faith course. This is a two year, six 
module course exploring the Christian faith in more depth. We are about to start module two (The 
New Testament) and have had a core group from across the Deanery taking part and have been 
joined by others who have done one or two modules. People can join at the start of any module 
and more details can be found on the Cathedral website. This course has been a great place to 
foster and discern vocations and many are now training for Lay Reader Ministry or ordination.  
 
We have started a fortnightly group which meets in The Dolphin and explores the Christian faith 
together. We have begun to work through Steve Chalke’s book ‘Being Human’, please do speak to 
me if you are interested in this or any of the other groups which are running. 
 
Dementia Friendly Cathedral 
With our ageing society, we are increasingly aware of those living with Dementia and the real fear 
and stigma associated with the disease. It is the aim of the Alzheimer’s Society, Dementia Friends, 
Remind, Solent Mind and other organisations both nationally and in Portsmouth, to provide 
information, support and raise awareness to enable those living with dementia to live well.  
With this in mind, the Dean has started the Cathedral on a journey to become a Dementia Friendly 
and safe place.  We have set up Dementia Friends awareness- raising sessions (a one –hour session 
to explain more about the disease, how it can affect people and how we can help)  and so far 34 
cathedral staff have attended and become Dementia Friends. Staff who attended the session 
included the Vergers team, Welcomer’s and Guides,  as well as the Clergy and Bishop Christopher.  
We have also started inclusive afternoon services at key festival times of Christmas, Easter and 
Harvest. These shorter services include wonderful seasonal music from our choristers and organist 
followed by refreshments, and are enjoyed by all who attend including those from local Care 
Homes. 
 
Cathedral Curate          

Matt Bray became Cathedral Curate last July following his Ordination. Matt’s time is divided 
between Harbour Church and the Cathedral which has strengthened our links within the Deanery.
            

Peter Leonard   
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EDUCATION  
 

Over 5,000 primary school age children have engaged with 
the Cathedral during 2017, either by visiting for a workshop, 
taking part in Cathedral Sing, or by seeing either Canon 
Peter or myself lead collective worship in their school. (This 
was slightly less than last year as I had some time off at the 
beginning of the year following surgery on my knee) 
 
Workshops 
Primary Schools 
Primary age children have taken part in a range of themed workshops. These include:- 

• Heraldry 
• Symbols in Christianity 
• The Ichthus 
• Church & The Sacred 
• Spirituality & Prayer, plus Spirituality & Art 
• Angels as Messengers 
• St George’s Day 
• The Cathedral of the Sea & History of the city 
• Remembrance 
• World Book Day 

 
Plus Special Events in the Christian calendar 

• St Nicholastide – This year wasn’t a Cathedral Sing event, as the date was changed in 
response to Her Majesty’s visit to Portsmouth for the Commissioning of HMS Queen 
Elizabeth. 

• Shrove Tuesday – A linked focus on the Annual Theme All Things Bright & Beautiful, with 
the new board game ‘Footprints’ by Owen Devine being played by children in the Nave. 

 
Secondary Schools 
St John’s College visited again with students aged 15 and asked a number of probing questions of 
Canon Peter. We also hosted the annual 6th Form Question Time at the end of September, with 
panellists invited to talk on the Annual Theme of All Things Bright & Beautiful. The panellists 
included a couple of guests from outside the Diocese, the Revd Peter Owen Jones (TV presenter) 
and David Shreeve (Environmental Adviser to the Archbishop’s Council of the Church of England). 
6th form students from Portsmouth High School, the Portsmouth Grammar School and Oaklands 
Catholic School enjoyed debating the protection of God’s wonderful planet! 
 
We were delighted to facilitate a conference at Charter Academy for students in Years 10 & 11, 
called ‘God and the Big Bang’. A team of scientists led a number of talks and activities to encourage 
discussion about the relationship scientists have with God. 
 
Outreach & Cathedral Sing 
I spent the annual two days at Catherington Church with the child-sized Bishop’s vestments and 
ran sessions for children from Horndean Junior School about Christian symbols. The Cathedral of 
the Sea themed day at the Cathedral is very popular and has the benefit of being a joint offer to 
schools by the music and education departments. The Sing team also ran workshops at the 



                                                                                                          
 

Diocesan Leavers’ Services in July and children sang the songs during the later service that they 
had rehearsed in the morning. I supported a ‘Prayer Spaces for Schools’ day at St Jude’s Primary 
school.  Canon Peter and I continue to lead Collective Worship in St Jude’s Primary, St George’s 
Beneficial and the PGS infants and junior schools.  
 
I was invited to run an information stall at the Mary Rose Museum for a Heritage, Culture & Arts 
Fayre, run by the University of Portsmouth. Students were interested to hear about the 
volunteering opportunities we offer at the Cathedral. 
 
Student teachers from the local SCITT (School Centred Initial Teacher Training) programme visited 
the Cathedral and learned how we can support their RE curriculum. The Dean welcomed them with 
a short talk on the relevance of Religious Studies today. 
 
Families & School Holiday time  
I continue to plan for Family Activity Days in the school holidays following the success of previous 
events. The summer day 2017 was focussed on our Annual Theme and in partnership with Sharon 
Court, children enjoyed junk modelling in the Nave. 
 
Other roles & Training 
I continue to be supported by Ben Mizen as the Youth Adviser with the Diocese and in his work 
with Youth leaders and the team of Education Officers across the country in the Cathedrals Plus 
annual conference. We hosted the local area meeting this year in Portsmouth.  As a member of the 
DBE (Diocesan Board of Education) and Foundation Governor of a Primary School, I attend training 
courses on the RE curriculum, briefing sessions with headteachers, and collaborate with the 
Education team in the Diocese and their work in church schools. 
 
Volunteers 
The education team relies heavily on a dedicated group of volunteers and I am grateful for all their 
support. Not only do they help with the children when they visit, but they help me too – sorting 
equipment, testing out new ideas, preparing resources, learning new skills (origami!), plus tidying 
the cupboards and putting things away.   
 
Sadly, the number of volunteers available during the day is dwindling and I am requesting more and 
more from the few remaining. The work in Portsmouth Cathedral Education department is at 
capacity. With more volunteers or staff, we could do much more as we have a steady stream of 
schools wanting to visit yet cannot quite meet the demand.  If you would like to help please contact 
me. 
 
Volition 
In July 2017, we hosted a successful lunch in the Nave for potential business partners to support 
the Volition Programme at Portsmouth Cathedral. All who attended were keen to offer their time 
and resources to such a worthy cause and have been keen to note when the programme will begin. 
However, the funding required for the salary of the Volunteer Co-ordinator to run the programme 
has yet to be secured. A number of funding applications have been submitted and despite positive 
feedback from the liaison officers, the panels have not awarded to the Cathedral. We are seeking 
other avenues for funding and re-assessing our position on this project. 
 

Sarah Page 
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CANON PRECENTOR  
 

It has been a very rich and rewarding year here, with 
many glorious moments musically and liturgically.  I am 
grateful to all who take part and contribute to the 
offering of worship and praise throughout the year, 
but in particular we need to note our appreciation for 
the skill and joy that Oliver Hancock brought to his 
role here as Sub-Organist. He was appointed as 
Director of Music at St Mary Warwick during the year, 
and we said farewell and thank you at Christmas to an 
exemplary colleague, a fine musician and a wonderful 
organist – with many of our choir members going to 
sing at his Installation in January.  
 
After Easter last year we celebrated the 10th anniversary of Cantate, our girl choristers, with many 
coming back to sing Evensong with us. Rogation and the City Service falling at the same time saw 
us Beating the Bounds again, and being welcomed on the Guildhall steps by the Lord Mayor shortly 
after he had attended the service here. The ten days of Thy Kingdom Come, now a national 
initiative of prayer led by the Archbishops of Canterbury and York, was anticipated by a diocesan 
day with worship and prayer in different styles offered throughout the day and a map of the 
diocese on which a candle was lit for every parish. Prayer activities took place in the Cathedral 
across the ten days, including Lego church, bread making and a labyrinth to walk which filled the 
centre of the nave. 
 
Festivities this year was launched with a service at which James Priory, Headmaster of The 
Portsmouth Grammar School preached wonderfully. We are due to say farewell this current year to 
Mr Priory – but we said goodbye and thank you in July to last year’s Choral Scholars, to Finn, Alex, 
Jacob, Ed, Nathan, Stephen and to Organ Scholar Rupert, as well as to Seonaidh who was a PA in 
the Liturgy and Music department. We said hello though to our new Gap year choir members at the 
end of the summer, and we also welcomed Tim Burnett as a full-time PA and diary organiser, and 
David Hurley as vocal coach for the choir. There were a number of weddings here over the 
summer, but the wedding of Malina our Head Verger to Adrian Green was one that was especially 
close to our hearts. With a wealth of music and a magnificent dinner afterwards in the nave, the 
couple shared their joy with many family and friends.  
 
At the Dedication Festival on 1st October we dedicated the new West End en chamade Organ 
Trumpet fanfare stop.  Visually arresting as well as acoustically exciting, they have been ‘played in’ 
with a series of celebrity organ recitals through the year. The October half-term took Cantate on 
tour to Cyprus to sing at Paphos in a 5th century basilica, at Nicosia Anglican Cathedral, and at St 
Andrew’s Church in Kyrenia after we walked across the checkpoint and crossed into the North. The 
warmth of the reception at the services and concerts was matched only by the warmth of the 
weather and singing in robes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                          
 

A highlight in the year was the Centenary Thanksgiving for 
the Women’s Royal Naval Service which we hosted on 4th 
November, attended by HRH The Princess Royal who 
unveiled the new memorial at the West End after a service 
at which the girls of Cantate sang with distinction. The 
Cathedral Choir sang on board HMS Victory in December, 
and the next day on board HMS Queen Elizabeth at the 
commissioning service for the new aircraft carrier in the 
presence of Her Majesty The Queen. 
 
Advent saw a new pattern for the morning liturgy offered daily here, with separate services of 
Morning Prayer and Holy Communion at 7.40 and 8.00, so that people can choose whether to stay 
for both or come to either. In Advent, a new set of Friday Service canticles were sung for the first 
time - written for the Cathedral by George Arthur - and our Advent and Christmas Carol Services 
included new pieces ‘Sinful Adam’ by Tim Rogers and ‘All the time’ by Philip Moore.  At the 
Epiphany Carol service our new Sub-Organist Sachin Gunga was installed, and he has played and 
contributed brilliantly through a very busy first term.  A number of new choristers have been 
recruited recently – 11 boys and 8 girls – and the back row of Cantate continues to expand with all 
the former choristers who want to come back to keep singing at the Cathedral. 
 
We also formally installed two new Assistant Vergers in February, Maria Mann and Graham Kidd, 
and their contribution since they started working for us last year has been valued and appreciated. 
The verger team play a crucial role in the welcome people receive and the impression they take of 
the Cathedral, whether they are just visiting or whether they are attending a service here.  Also 
important, of course, is the regular help provided by our Churchwardens, Deputies, Sidespeople 
and Welcomers – and we will miss Mike Purvis once he retires after 6 years as Churchwarden this 
April.  
 
The final weeks of Lent proved to have been busier 
than ever, with members of our Choirs taking part in no 
fewer than 26 services over 18 days, including a 
dementia-friendly service in the Cathedral and CD 
recording sessions for good measure. The Dean was our 
Holy Week preacher in this his final year, and we had 
some moving and inspiring reflections on poetry and the 
passion of Christ, linked also to the theme of Time. In 
addition, Holy Week was illuminated by ‘Stations of 
Light and Sound’, a collaboration in music and dramatic 
lighting effects between Tom Heath (a former Choral Scholar) and David Price. It is always good to 
see former members of the choir back here at various points in the year, but sadly the death of 
Trevor Owen after 25 years in the choir meant that many of those who had sung with him came 
back to sing at a final service of thanksgiving immediately before Holy Week. The Cathedral Choir 
sings at many funerals and memorial services throughout the year, with music offering timeless 
consolation and reassurance at these occasions. But above all the faith of many is underpinned by 
the music offered regularly in worship here – as our hearts and souls are lifted to God in the 
phrases and cadences, and our sorrows and joys are answered in the resonance we find for our 
lives within the life of this Cathedral and the perspective on God’s eternal love and grace that we 
share in here. 

Jo Spreadbury 
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VERGERS 
 

There have been a number of challenges over the past year with regard to staffing and building a 
strong team within the verging department.  I’m delighted that with the appointments of Maria 
Mann and Graham Kidd as assistant vergers, we have managed to achieve this and their 
commitment to the Cathedral has made it possible for us to be able to cover an increasingly busy 
schedule of events in the building. 
 
I would like to thank the various volunteers who have assisted us over the past year, including Celia 
and Anne who help look after the linen and the Holy Dusters who do a wonderful job in keeping 
the building clean.  The Cathedral Guides have worked hard to make visitors feel welcome and the 
Flower Guild have put a lot of effort into preparing floral displays throughout the year. 
 
Following her work with the department over the past fifteen years, Wendy Sandham took the 
decision to step down from her role as Honorary Verger in December 2017.  I am grateful to her 
for the time she has dedicated to us and she shall be missed. 
 
I would like to thank Canon Jo and all the clergy and staff who have enabled me to work efficiently 
and confidence in my role at the Cathedral. 
 

       Malina Green 
 
 
MUSIC AND CHOIRS 
 

As mentioned in the Precentor’s Report opposite, this choir year has been 
as full and varied as ever. We were delighted to welcome our new Sub-
Organist, Sachin Gunga at the departure of Oliver Hancock over New Year. 
Sachin has delighted us with his skilful and accomplished playing already, 
and he is a great asset to the Cathedral Music Team.  
 
I am indebted to so many for their support of the music here; from the 
Dean, The Chapter to congregation members, to chorister parents, staff 
colleagues and singers, both young and old. So much of what we do relies 
on good will and generosity of spirit and I am truly thankful. 
 
As this reporting year comes to a close we give thanks for a busy but worshipful Holy Week, a trip 
for the Boys and Men to sing Evensong at Westminster Abbey and a successful tour to sing 
services and concerts in Finland and Norway. 
 

David Price 
Organist and Master of the Choristers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sub-Organist: Sachin Gunga 



                                                                                                          
 

 
THE SOCIETY OF CATHEDRAL RINGERS  
 

This year we have welcomed Ed, Toby, Colin and very recently, Chris to our band.  Toby is a new 
student at the university with Ed, Colin and Chris being completely new recruits all of whom have 
become reliable Sunday service ringers.  Again, welcome to you all and I very much hope you will 
enjoy ringing with us for many years to come. 
 
Our Sunday service ringing has continued to be well attended over the past year.  Whilst the 
concept of aiming to have “more ringers than bells” is only one (and limiting!) test of the strength of 
a band, it is one I have been delighted to witness us beating on an increasing number of occasions 
over the past few months in particular.  Whilst our Sunday ringing remains relatively straight 
forward, I am proud of the standard we achieve and also pleased that it gives our new recruits a 
sound training ground in addition to our Thursday practices which more often than not are 
extremely busy.  Thank you to everyone who regularly commits their Sunday mornings to ring at 
the Cathedral. 
 
On Thursdays, our practices have continued to be extremely well attended as we welcome a large 
number of people who regularly support our ringing.  For me the challenge of balancing the needs 
of everyone who attends remains the most difficult but is one which I strongly believe is indicative 
of the strength of our band at every level.  Last year in this report I said of our practice nights that I 
was “clear that embracing this difference (in abilities) can only be positive and it is fantastic that ringers 
of all abilities feel welcome and are attracted to ringing here; I believe that we are far richer for it”.  That 
statement remains today as completely as it was a year ago and as well as, I feel, for all the time 
that I have rung here. 
 
Our main social event this year was the Christmas Dinner held at Pebbles Restaurant on Stokes 
Bay.  The evening was attended by a large number of our ringers and regular visitors and was as 
ever a real highlight.  Thank you to Sarah Carey for her hard work in organising this event in her 
(unofficial) role of Social Secretary. 
 
In other news, I am currently working with the team in the Cathedral to improve several issues 
surrounding emergency escape routes from the tower including ensuring we are familiar with the 
benefits of the new route made available as a result of the tower works a couple of years ago.  I am 
currently awaiting final details and a couple of new keys from Peter Sanders and Malina Green 
before implementing changes in the ringing room  In the event that a new Tower Captain is elected 
for 2018/19 then I will of course work with them to ensure that this work is completed. 
 
The Dean has been our main point of contact in the Cathedral for the past couple of years.  On 
behalf of us all, I would like to take this opportunity to thank him for his support during that time 
and also thank you to him personally, for always being available on the phone to me when matters 
required it.  Thank you David, and we wish you all the very best in your retirement. 
 
Finally, a huge THANK YOU once again to EVERYONE who has supported ringing at the Cathedral 
over the past year.  I said it last year, but it is true that it is ALL of YOU who make the ringing here 
what it is. 
 

Benjamin Carey 
Tower Captain 
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SERVERS 
 

The team of servers has provided faithful and reliable support throughout the year. Although small 
in number, our group of servers have been willing and helpful in their attendance, and have given 
valuable assistance to the vergers and the clergy at the Sunday Eucharist and special services. 
Some have served very regularly indeed and we have had some new recruits – among them Tom, a 
student, and Amanda a choir parent (who has recently started exploring a vocation to ministry 
herself). In addition, a few of our ex-choristers have stepped in to help, especially at the Christmas 
carol services. 
 
For much of the year we have been without a Head Server, since weekend commitments on the 
Isle of Wight made it difficult for Matt to continue in the role. We are grateful for his time here – 
and I am pleased that Cheryll Sewell has been appointed as Head Server to help recruit some 
younger members and encourage our regular group also. Serving brings people close to the heart of 
our worship here, and helps us all to focus on way God comes to us in word and sacrament, as well 
as in silence and song. 
 

Jo Spreadbury 
 
 
HEALING AND WHOLENESS GROUP 
 

A question people ask when we say that we are involved in this service. There are many ways 
healing can happen, sometimes it can be through the laying on of hands, and a prayer about the 
problem or issue. This is confided to the Priest and if the person wishes they can also be anointed 
with oil. Prayers are asked for different things and not always to do with health, but whatever the 
need, we pray for them. Sometimes we can empathize, having been through similar circumstances 
during our life’s journey, which can help us understand their needs. A quiet prayer can be a way to 
share someone’s burden. There are many ways of healing and wholeness, and sometimes this is 
when a person is finally relieved of their pain and suffering. 
 
In November we joined with parishes from across our Diocese to learn more about healing and 
wholeness, with the theme, ‘Encountering the God who heals’. The keynote speaker was the      
Revd John Ryeland, of the Christian Healing Mission, who led a seminar on helping others to have a 
personal encounter with God. We also explored the healing of past hurts and emotions and to 
discover the wholeness God intends for us in Christ. The day finished with a service led by Bishop 
Christopher, with the commissioning of those involved in parish healing. 
 
The Healing & Wholeness service with Holy Communion takes place in the Cathedral on the first 
Wednesday of the month, at 12.00 noon. 

                                                          
Gerry Chilton & Shirley Grayson-Smith 

 
 
  



                                                                                                          
 

 
MOTHER AND TODDLER GROUP 
 

We continue to welcome between 12 and 20 mums/carers each week (plus fathers and 
grandparents), and their offspring, leading to both baptisms and confirmations.  We also help the 
asylum seekers with annual collections of both nappies and women’s sanitary wear. Mums now know 
that the asylum seekers are always glad of baby equipment and clothes and they are generous in 
their support. 
 
This year we have been delighted to welcome Canon John Shepherd, who takes the service when 
Canon Peter is unavailable and we have also been glad to have the Dean leading the group. John’s 
wife Cynthia has become a regular helper, which we have much appreciated.  Bradley puts out the 
toys for us and the mums and children are great at packing up. A high spot of the afternoon is when 
the children vie to hoover the mats and roll them up!  Almost as much fun as the toys! 
 
We ended last year with a visit from the Jiggy Wrigglers, followed by our usual service in the 
Cathedral where Canon Peter gave those children leaving for school a special blessing, which was 
much appreciated by all. Some of them have been with us since birth and it is a joy to see them grow 
and develop and keep in contact after, however tenuous that might be. 
 
Father Christmas flew in for our usual Christmas party where, instead of toys each child was given a 
picture book version of the nativity story appropriate for their age, or one they could grow into.  
 
This is an important group and sadly, with the death of Val Voaden, Ayu, Cynthia and myself are in 
sore need of more folk we can call on to make tea and chat.  We miss Val for her generous and loyal 
support, and the joy she found in cuddling the babies and chatting to their mothers/carers. Please 
volunteer if you can. 

Carole King 
 
 
GUNWHARF CHAPLAINCY 
 

We can’t remember when this ministry began but it must have been serving Gunwharf Quays for at 
least twenty years. Retail chaplaincy is not widely known but has been growing across the country 
for a long time.  Chaplains were originally drawn from churches of all denominations and can be lay 
and ordained. In our multi-faith communities chaplains of other faiths are needed too, though at 
present our group of six, five women and one man, are all Christian. Five are from our Cathedral and 
one is from St John’s Catholic Cathedral. 
 
The units at the Gunwharf are divided between us and we try to visit once a fortnight on Thursday 
mornings, usually meeting for coffee before the shops actually open. We also meet once a month in 
the Quiet Room of the Cathedral for Morning Prayer, seeking God’s guidance and blessing on 
ourselves and those we serve and sharing thoughts, ideas and practice.  
 
Our purpose is to offer support and friendship to the workers at Gunwharf Quays, as listeners rather 
than counsellors, hoping to bring something of God’s love into their busy and often stressful lives. 
We are often astonished at the welcome we receive and the genuine affection and appreciation we 
are given by the mostly young staff and feel privileged and blessed to be there. Often there is little 
time for conversation and we can, if needed, set up an informal meeting in a café or in the sunshine 
with someone wanting to talk more. 
 
We can assure you of the real value of this work, so if you feel that this is a ministry that you could 
offer, please speak to Canon Peter who will be delighted to explain more about the role.  
 

Sue Ward 
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COMPANION LINK WITH ST ANSELM’S CATHEDRAL SUNYANI (GHANA)  
 
 

During the past year, enabled by his new car, Bishop Festus has travelled widely to the more remote 
parts of his diocese where new Churches and schools are being established. Our continued support 
for the development of the Eye Clinic in Sunyani has also been much valued.  A letter of appreciation 
and list of items purchased with the 2017 donation has been displayed in the Welcome area together 
with copies of the Bishop’s end of year Newsletter.  
  
Bishop Festus was in the UK briefly in the autumn to represent West Africa at the Archbishop of 
Canterbury’s Safe Church Commission. Sadly his visit to Portsmouth was curtailed due to the 
unexpected death of one of his young new priests, who incidentally had started ministry as one of 
the catechists whom we had supported in training some years ago.  Some readers will also remember 
we helped support the training of Rev. Hannah Dwomah, the first woman to be trained and ordained 
in Ghana.  Sadly some years ago Hannah lost a leg due to diabetic gangrene and we are now helping 
finance Hannah’s visits to a therapy centre to improve the use of her new prosthesis.   
 

In January, Felicia, the Bishop’s wife, was instituted as President of the MU in 
the Internal Province of Ghana.  Last year she introduced the first ever girls 
camps in Sunyani under the theme of ‘Nurturing the Girl Child’.  A USPG 
supported Health Intervention Programme is currently being trialled in the 
Diocese to enable the churches to be effective avenues for the promotion of 
community health awareness and hopefully thereby reduce the incidence of 
malaria and cholera.  

Marion Syms (Link Officer & Lay Canon St Anselm’s Cathedral Ghana) 
 

 
HOSPITAL WHEELERS  
 

As always a busy year as ‘Wheelers’, it is business as usual, same routines, once a month, on a 
Sunday arriving by 9.30am to meet with the duty Chaplain and discuss the patients we are going to 
have with us for the service, so we are able to make their experience as good as it is possible to be. 
We help set up the chapel with spaces for the number of wheel chairs and on occasion beds.  After 
all is made ready we have a quiet prayer and set off to collect from the different wards, one of us 
stays to welcome, walking patients and family and friends who come to visit their loved ones. We 
give the same information here to ensure that you are aware of what is entailed in being a 
‘Wheeler’, as you may feel you could be free one Sunday in the month, (you choose which suits you 
best, also you can swap) It is possible that you have passed the Chapel, walking into Queen 
Alexandra Hospital’s main west entrance, it is a lovely quiet space in a busy hospital, on the corridor 
wall opposite are the stained glass memorial windows from the old QA Chapel.   
 
Thus we said our goodbyes to Chaplain Anne Lynsey as she and her husband retired to enjoy more 
relaxation and travel adventures, we had a marvellous farewell service in the chapel.  ‘Wheelers’ 
come from churches around the Dioceses and arrive at about 9.45 until 12.00 after a training 
session to understand the responsibilities, for use of the wheel chairs and health and safety of the 
task, then look for the most appropriate Sunday.  Recruits have also come from within the hospital 
staff, which is really lovely. 
 
The Chaplains also have the support of Chaplains assistants.  To get information about either, just 
contact: - Su Bishop on 02392 286408    
 

Alan and Judith Williamson 
 



                                                                                                          
 

FOOD BANK DONATIONS 
 

We continue to distribute the donations of food which are left in the boxes by the North Cloister 
door to both the Roberts Centre and food banks that support Refugees, Asylum Seekers and 
families identified by the Roberts Centre in need of help. Sincere thanks to all those who help and 
please consider adding extra items to your weekly food shop to help. 
 
UNIFORMED GROUPS 
Becket Hall is in regular midweek use by Rainbows, Brownies, Guides, Cubs and Beavers. The 
following report gives a flavour of activities of these groups. 
          
12TH CATHEDRAL GUIDES 
 

We started the year with the girls completing ‘Go For Its’. That is the girls organising an evening 
each in their patrols with activities on their chosen subjects. We also did the Communicator badge. 
We had a Ready Steady Cook evening, a Circus skills evening with a member of the Magic Circle 
and made Easter crafts and food. 
 
The Summer Term started with more patrol work and the first half 
ended with a talk from The Education Officer from the RNLI on 
Water Safety.   In June a Scout leader taught us some knots and on 
the 26th we had a very interesting talk on Astronomy by Graham 
Bryant, Chairman of the Hampshire Astronomical Group.  On the 3rd 
of July, and for the second year running we went to the Eastney 
Cruising Association and rowed in ‘Gigs’, quite hard work but fun. 
 

We went to Milton Locks at Eastney where we had a talk on the 
environment from Jess Daish-Miller.  We spent our last week of the 
summer term having a picnic on the beach.  From the 26th July to the 
2nd August the Guides and Senior Section had their summer camp, this 
year on the theme of Alice in Wonderland. We went to Ferny Crofts 
Scout Activity Centre near Lyndhurst in the New Forest. We 
completed activities such as Crate Stacking, Go Karting, Volley Ball, 
Archery and Crazy Golf on site along with cooking on our wood fire 

and our evening campfire sing gongs. On the Monday we went to the New Forest Wildlife Park 
which was extremely good. We also popped to Lyndhurst for an hour (so us leaders could relax in a 
coffee shop). We finished the camp with a Mad Hatters tea party. Despite not having, I don’t think, 
any 24 hours without rain we had a great week. 
 
In the autumn term we completed some more patrol work so any new Guides could get to know 
each other.  18 of us went to Little Canada Activity Centre on the Isle of Wight on October 27th-
29th.  We had a great weekend and the weather was very kind to us this time. We did climbing, Zip 
wire, Quad biking, Giant Swing and of course the Matrix to name a few activities.  
 
This year 8 of us joined the rest of the Guides from Portsmouth in The Remembrance Day Parade 
in the Guildhall.  My thanks to those girls who came.  We finished the year with our pantomime, 
Dick Whittington, for our parents. We have been raising money by bag packing in Asda and using 
Easy Fundraising.  Looking forward to another busy year.  
 

         Judith Burr (Guide Guider) 
     12thportscathedralguides@gmail.com   

 
 
 
 



                                                                                                                 

17 
 

CHURCHWARDENS  
 
 

We have seen a year full of variety and, on occasions, much sadness.  At times it has been difficult 
to keep up with the vibrancy of Cathedral life from Jazz Mass to Christmas Fair. The contributions 
of our volunteers for their involvement beyond Sunday service commitments deserves 
acknowledgement and much praise. It is so sad to report the passing of Pat Abbott, Mary Barnard 
and Val Voaden. All have made outstanding contributions to sidespersons duties over many years. 
In a number of ways Val was a mentor to virtually all of our volunteers and made us aware of the 
privilege of serving the Cathedral and supporting its mission. Rosemary Fairfax has agreed to trial 
the role of Deputy Warden as a replacement for Val.  
 
The sidespersons rota now includes 24 members including Deputy Wardens and Churchwardens. 
This relatively small cohort means that the number of sidesperson teams for the 10.30 Sunday 
service has to be reduced from five to four.  The matter was discussed and agreed at the annual 
sidespersons meeting held last November. Other items considered were seating arrangements at 
major services, security, late arrival of volunteers, training and welcoming of guests at special 
services. The meeting was attended by 12 sidespersons and Canon Jo. A copy of the meeting notes 
is located in the ‘Green file’. 
 
It gives us great pleasure to again thank our Deputy wardens and sidespersons for their essential 
support. Their attitude over the past year has been ”don’t worry we can do it”.  Also thanks for the 
guidance of Canon Jo, support of the vergers team and Gerry and his welcomers. Churchwarden 
Mike stands down at the APCM and offers special thanks to everyone. 
 

Mike Purvis and Sheila Picton 
 
 

SERVICE WELCOMERS  
 

The Welcomers have now been part of the 10.30am Sunday Service for three years and are 
included in this important ministry with the Sidespersons. There are eleven active/semi active 
members, and we are able to be on duty at both doors; the South entrance is the busier one of the 
two, where we ‘welcome’ the majority of visitors, and if advised by a sidesperson that we have a 
newcomer, we will show them to a seat, with sensitivity.  
 
For any visiting for the first time, and there can be several each week, even from overseas, the 
cathedral may be a little overwhelming; only last month a South Korean visitor joined us for the 
whole service, and stayed for coffee, this is when we endeavour to circulate and chat with any who 
we recognise as being new. 
 
We do meet as a team once a year, under the direction and generosity of Canon Peter, when we 
have the opportunity to share and comment on our ministry. ‘And whoever welcomes a little child 
like this in my name welcomes me.’ 
 

                  Gerry Chilton 
 
 
 
 
 



 

   
 

DUTY CHAPLAINS 
 

The number in the ranks of the Duty Chaplains has sadly decreased in recent years but last year two 
Readers were welcomed.  
 
The work varies as it does for many other volunteers and sometimes it is not busy which gives the 
opportunity to enjoy some quiet space, something not always possible, in the busy lives many of the 
chaplains lead.  The visitors vary, some coming from the other side of the world, some from this 
country, while others are more local, seeking solace in times of trouble or perhaps just seeing what 
does go on in the building! 
 
For those among us who are ordained, there is an opportunity to celebrate the Holy Communion at 
one of the Midday services during the week whilst Lay Chaplains sometimes assist at these services. 
Some more Readers have shown interest in this ministry but it is not always easy for them to respond 
as a number are working but some are prepared to volunteer on their days off.  Three more Readers 
have indicated their willingness to join the Chaplain’s rota with a possibility of two more in 2018. 
 
May I appeal to some of the retired clergy to consider undertaking this very rewarding ministry, 
thereby providing a human presence with the other volunteers as we welcome visitors to our 
Cathedral. 

Hilary Spurgeon 
 
THE FLOWER GUILD  
 

The Cathedral Flower Guild are still looking for members. 
We give training and support and arranging is easier than 
you think.   It is also a lovely way to spend time in the 
Cathedral. Thank you to the small group of people who 
join us to decorate for Festivals, it makes a huge 
difference and they have fun and fulfilment. Everyone is 
welcome to join us.  Thank you too, to those who have 
given us encouragement and to the Cathedral Guides who 
pass on kind remarks from our visitors about our 
arrangements. Much appreciated. 
 
Maureen Hughes, one of the Flower Guild's best 
arrangers, retired this year and we will miss her greatly. 
Fortunately for us, Maureen will continue to enter names 
in the Lily Memorial Book with her lovely prizewinning 
calligraphy. 
 
During the summer we enjoyed arranging for several 
weddings and received lovely notes from happy brides.  
We were set a difficult challenge arranging for the WRNS 
Centenary service using their special colours but it was 
satisfying tracking down specific colours and blooms and 
arranging for this great occasion. 
 
Thank you Ronald Rabbetts for painting some of our 
pedestals, there are still more to be done. 
 

Rosemary Fairfax 
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HOLY DUSTERS 
 

Little has changed since last year’s report.  We are the same group who meet at 8.15am on 
Monday mornings.  We sweep, dust, vacuum and polish in our own particular area but, in the 
absence of one of our number, we cover that area as well. 
 
Our aim is to keep the Cathedral as clean and tidy as we are able for the benefit of the many 
visitors and the congregation. 
 
It is not all hard work.  We are a friendly bunch and meet for coffee and lunch on occasions.  If you 
are reading this and would like to join us we could certainly do with extra pairs of hands and you 
would be assured of a very warm welcome. 
 

Sally Farnfield 
 
 
FRIENDS OF PORTSMOUTH CATHEDRAL  
 

The Friends main objectives are twofold; to support the Ministry and Mission of the Cathedral and 
the Cathedral both financially and otherwise in the maintenance and development of our 
wonderful building. Over the years they have made many gifts to make the Cathedral more 
beautiful and functional; in the last year they contributed a major share of the costs of a 
kitchenette within the north cloister so that all forms of entertainment within the Cathedral can be 
undertaken more easily. The Friends also continue to support the Education Programme of the 
Cathedral and in particular the regular and very popular Schools’ Workshops. This year we have 
increased our grant to £1,000 per annum. 
 
The Friends also organise social events and cultural trips to local places of interest. Last year we 
went to the Bombay Sapphire distillery near Whitchurch and to Winchester for the Cathedral’s 
Christmas Market. Both were much enjoyed by those who attended. For the future, we are visiting 
Salisbury for the Cathedral and Mompesson House in April and then holding a tea party ‘Time for 
Tea’ on Sunday 3 June to celebrate the Annual Theme. Details of these are available in the 
Cathedral and on the website. There is an annual Yearbook plus two Newsletters in spring and 
autumn. 
 
We are always delighted to welcome new members to swell our support of the Cathedral.  
 
Membership details and an Application Form are available in the Cathedral and online. Please come 
and join us. 
 

Andrew Slater 
Chairman of the Friends’ Council 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

   
 

CATHEDRAL GUIDES  
 

2017 was another busy year. We operated on a committed core of 28 volunteers who, in spite of 
flu, surgery and accidents, recorded over 17,531 visitors. Global, national & local visitors are 
counted when a Guide is on duty. Guides covered 77% of the available guiding sessions - slightly 
up on last year - still room for improvement! Nevertheless it is a significant contribution. We are a 
self-sustaining Group. The more experienced Guide’s train and mentor potential recruits during a 
nine week period usually January - March. 
 
Our aim is to ensure that all visitors have an enjoyable experience. Visitors are free to tour on their 
own, light a candle, enjoy Quiet Time. Guides offer a Brief History of the Cathedral using the 
models, short & long tours and explanations of the varied features. We work closely with the 
Research Group to produce information leaflets on Cathedral highlights for sale in the shop. 
Bestsellers at the moment are Brief History and Cathedral in the Blitz. The Siege of Portsmouth is a 
very good read. Confusing Calendars ties in well with the Annual Theme of Time. 
 
For the first time in several years, Portsmouth Cathedral took part in Heritage Weekend. Despite 
the weather, numbers were good. The Tangier Plate & Charles II’s Marriage Certificate were a real 
draw. Tours, Illuminated Books, Parish Registers, D-Day window cartoon, copes with captions were 
all well received. Guide response was very good. Chapter are keen that we participate in 2018! 
Note the date 7th 9th September 2018. 
 

Margaret Wilson 
 
 
RESEARCH GROUP  
 

The Group met six times in the last year.  Sadly Pat Abbott died in August 2017.  Jo Godfree, who 
is looking after the Cathedral archives, joined the Group in June 2017. 
 
Three new booklets have been produced:   

• The Siege of Portsmouth in 1642 
• The Completion of the Nave 1991 
• Confusing Calendars (leaflet) 

 
Work is in progress on the following:   

• The Golden Barque – revision and update 
• The Cathedral Environs 
• Fathers of the Dockyard 
• Some items of Interest 1 & 2 

 
A series of Corrigenda and Addenda have been produced, correcting, amending and updating the 
Guides’ Guide.  Discussion topics have included the Welcome Leaflet, the Cathedral archives, 
Heritage Days programmes and parking. 
 
I would like to thank all the members of the Group: – Jonathan Collins, Jo Godfree, Mike Jackson, 
Pat Valler and Margaret Wilson.  A special word of thanks to Mike (and Jane) and Margaret for 
their hospitality, and to Chris Lovett for his computer and photographic skills. 
 

John Friars 
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THE CATHEDRAL SHOP  
 

2017 saw major changes for the Portsmouth Cathedral Shop, the most significant of those being 
the retirement our full-time voluntary Shop Manager, Christine Richardson in May. 
 
Chris spent many hours preparing the shop and the volunteers for her departure. She made sure 
there was a rota in place to cover all the shifts, wrote instructions on how to use the till and credit 
card machine and many other of the events that she and the shop played a key part in. She ensured 
we would have enough stock in place right up to and including the Christmas season and thank 
goodness she did as we had really good Christmas Sales. She also started the unenviable task of 
moving shop stock from the basement to the back of the Guides cupboard, much of which pre-
dated her 9 years of work in the shop. 
 
Despite all her preparations we did all feel a bit lost after she left and it has taken some time for us 
all to find our feet! Christine was always present in the shop and I know she is greatly missed by all 
the volunteers and staff. We also miss Margaret Townson and Mavis Whitehead who both retired 
from their shop duties during the year and Judith Gibbon who died in November. 
 
The process of organising, pricing and storing the existing stock is still ongoing but we are making 
really good progress. The shop furniture has been rearranged to create a more open space so that it 
can be used for seating for services that fill the Cathedral without causing too much disruption to 
the shop itself. As far as possible we have moved stock so that it is stored near to the point of sale 
so that the volunteers are able to replenish it. 
 
We plan to add a couple more coffee tables and chairs so that the shop can also provide a space to 
sit and enjoy a drink and a biscuit and a chat during the day. 
 
The coffee machine has spent more time out of order than “in” order and has now been sent away 
to be fixed as we were really struggling to get anyone to look at it. It has now been returned but we 
are looking at quotations for a new and hopefully more reliable machine. This will be in conjunction 
with the suppliers of our coffee and hot chocolate and will hopefully result in a more reliable 
service. 
 
Sales in 2017 were lower than budget but in turn so was our cost of sales and so we were still able 
to make a reasonable profit of around £20,000. This would not have been possible without all the 
hard work of our volunteers and we all enjoyed a late Christmas meal at the abarbistro in January 
2018 to mark this.  
 
We hope that 2018 will give us a chance to reduce the overall amount of stock held for the shop; 
we now really understand what sells well.  We will keep our current stock turning over at a good 
rate, whilst continuing to give our customers what they so often can’t get elsewhere. 
 

Nicky Taylor 
 
 
 
 
 



 

   
 

CRAFT AND CHAT GROUP 
 

Craft and Chat is a Friendly group.  Some like to come and chat over a cup of tea or coffee and 
some to knit or sew or practice other handicrafts. A lot of work is done at home, but we discuss 
various crafts and new ideas pass back and forth.  We meet on the first Thursday afternoon of the 
month 2pm-3.30pm.  Just come along you will be warmly welcomed. 

Barbara Sykes 
 
 
CHRISTIAN AID AND FAIRTRADE 
 

Everyone is familiar with the Christian Aid red and white logo which appears in the cathedral every 
Christian Aid Week in May, occasionally when dreadful emergencies hit some usually remote part 
of our too often stricken world and sometimes at Christmas. Most people are also, it is hoped, 
aware of the amazing work Christian Aid does on the ground in emergencies but more importantly 
in development, working to give the poorest of the poor better prospects for the future by 
encouraging businesses, education and health and social care, all in the hope of producing strong 
communities able to stand on their own feet. Christian Aid works with local community groups, not 
governments, and tries to ensure that the money goes only to provide these vital services. It is the 
only charity that represents every Christian denomination to the world. 
 
Our main efforts to contribute to this work happen in Christian Aid Week, when a devoted team of 
collectors posts the red envelopes through the doors of our parish and collects them in. Others 
help with fund-raising events. Last year we raised the amazing final total of £2,638.37, of which 
£1,281.17 was from the House-to-House collection with £840 in envelopes at the cathedral and 
the rest from our Big Breakfast and a Deanery tea party. Enormous thanks to all who gave their 
time (especially collectors!) and/or money! 
 
The Fairtrade Foundation does incredibly valuable work in setting up co-operative groups of 
farmers, miners and manufacturers who guarantee the quality of their products and decent working 
conditions in order to be granted the FT mark. The system lifts communities out of poverty by 
supporting the businesses to pay regular fair wages which ensure that families can plan for the 
future and educate their children. They are also paid a premium, to spend as the community 
decides, on such things as school and community buildings, roads, equipment for farming and 
industry and training and education. We are a Fairtrade Cathedral. As such we agree to use FT 
products whenever possible and to encourage everyone to do so at home as well. Our FT Breakfast 
in 2017 raised £284 for Foundation but it is the regular purchase of FT products, of which 
thousands are now available, including gold that really counts.  
  
Thanks to all who gave their time and money to support all this life-changing work, particularly 
those who ensure as much as possible of the cathedral’s tea, coffee, sugar etc. always bear the 
Fairtrade mark, showing our love for people who did not choose war, poverty, famine, earthquake 
or exploitation and whose lives can be touched and improved by the work of Christian Aid and 
Fairtrade.  
 

Sue Ward, CA and FT representative 
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MEMORIAL GARDEN 
 

This year we have seen an abundance of flowering spring bulbs in our Memorial Garden as a result 
of the donation of many bulbs from last year. The mass of daffodils, snowdrops and primulas has 
been a sight to behold. We are also achieving an increase in the range, colour and scents of our 
flowers during the rest of the year as our picture shows. 
 
Alan, Andy, Chris and Sergio, Hoppy and Don have found the winter months rather flat. Now 
suddenly we find ourselves so busy we only just have time for the coffee and cake that Andi and 
Terry Halloran have so generously continued to provide at stand easy. Importantly, there is always 
time for greetings to anyone passing through our garden. 
 
On a Tuesday morning we each have our favourite jobs but always turn a hand to whatever job is 
pressing at the time and within our physical abilities. Our silent expert Sergio really does know 
what he is doing and puts the rest of us to shame by the amount of work he gets through. He 
knows what to do with shrubs and bushes, keeping them looking ship shape and Bristol fashion. In 
short the Lord has smiled upon our labours and we all enjoy ourselves enormously. We are so 
grateful for the support we get from the ladies of Craft and Chat and also from the visitors that 
pass through, even if they only stop for a minute or two. So a big thank you from us is in order. 
  

‘The Adams’ 
 

 
 

 

 
 



 

   
 

CATHEDRAL CLUB 
 

We have had eight meetings on a roughly monthly basis since March last year, plus Christmas lunch 
at The Clarence.  With interesting speakers, the talks have been on: a holiday in Italy, being a 
Master of Ceremonies, an ornithological holiday in India, Wymering Manor and the surrounding 
area, the work of the Alzheimer's Society, HMS Warrior 1860, Macmillan Cancer, the rebuilding of 
Portsmouth after WWII and stories from 15 years in tourism. 
 
We have a regular core of loyal attendees but would welcome other members of the congregation 
or their friends to join us – at present, there is no charge or membership fee for attending, and just 
a donation requested if staying for tea/coffee. 

Ronald Rabbetts  
 
 
PARISH LUNCH CLUB  
 

The Lunch Club still is a vibrant community activity, thanks to the support of dedicated volunteer 
teams cooking delightful meals each week.  There is still the ever continuing threat of volunteers 
deciding that they can no longer continue to support this long-standing commitment, now running 
for over 35 years.  The camaraderie the lunch club offers to a regular group of diners each week, 
anything from 30 to 45 people, is a vital support to the community.  The Christmas lunch is always 
extremely well attended, usually over-subscribed due to is popularity.  Equally the Summer outing, 
this year to Bashley Garden Centre, New Milton, for a vintage cream tea (with a delightful table 
setting and party hats) always a must during the summer term.  My thanks to everyone who makes 
this activity so appreciated. 
 

Maureen Cole 
 

SOCIAL AND FUNDRAISING EVENTS 
 
CHRISTMAS FAIR  
 

The Christmas Fair held on the 2nd December was a fantastic achievement.  Not only raising the 
magnificent net profit of £6,000, but with the amazing number of volunteers who all worked really 
hard to make it such a vibrant event.  More adults and many more families attended giving a 
wonderful ‘buzz’.   One of the additional attractions were the Children’s entertainment sessions in  
the Bishop Kenneth room and over 100 children met with Father Christmas in his attractive  grotto.  
We were also delighted that the ’Men’s Shed’ had a stall to show what they were doing in the 
community. 
 
The stalls were wonderfully decorated this year and everyone had contributed so well with 
provisions for all the stalls, increasing the number of cakes and preserves for sale as well as china, 
glass, Christmas decorations, toiletries, toys, jewellery, books, tombola and many more.  The raffle 
had attractive prizes and with some changes to the sales doubled the profit raised from previous 
years.  The PCCA did an excellent job with providing wonderful refreshments in Becket Hall and in 
the Cathedral as well as games for younger children.  It was a tribute to everyone involved that it 
was such a successful day.   
 
The work needs to continue with everyone helping to spread the date and the word of the 
Portsmouth Cathedral Christmas Fair – something to be attended.  Word of mouth is still the best 
way for promotion.  Sheila Picton does incredible work in promoting the event through free 
magazines, libraries, schools, nurseries, shops and a list that is endless.  Without her hard work the 
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event could not happen.  We greatly missed Christine Richardson in the team this year and thank 
Nicky and her wonderful Shop volunteers for helping to sell raffle tickets and promoting the event 
to visitors.  So please put Saturday 1 December in your diaries now and start telling your friends 
and families to keep the date free. Let your local community know about the event.  With Spring on 
the way and maybe some Spring cleaning, start keeping items for the stalls and remember jam 
making in the summer. 
 
That was the last fair I shall be organising after a number of years and I have had enormous fun and 
met so many wonderful people without whom nothing would have been possible. So a personal 
thank you to everyone who has been involved.  I am sorry there are too many to mention 
individually. I am delighted that Linda Swinburne will be taking over the coordination of the event 
this year and know that you like me will support her in every way.  We can make 2018 even better. 
 
FISH AND CHIP QUIZ NIGHT - Thank you to Ann Jablonski for again organising another fun evening in 
January which raised funds for the Roberts Centre.  John provided more challenging questions 
which were given out by the Quiz Master, Richard Wilson, and again tasty fish and chips were 
supplied from Portchester.  It is a fun evening so look out for the date in January 2019. 
 
SKITTLES EVENING - The annual event at the Royal Maritime Club continues to be popular – a good 
way to socialise and meet new people.  This year the challenge was again against the Gunwharf 
Residents with about 46 signed up to play.   A good basket supper of scampi, sausage or chicken 
was provided and there was an excellent bar!  This is a fun evening and not intended as a fund 
raiser however, there was a small surplus raised which has been passed to The Roberts Centre. 
 
I hope as many people as possible will support future events and thank all the volunteers for 
making them successful. 
 

Ann Wilson   
 
 
QUIET AFTERNOONS 
 

These informal gatherings have become regular features in the Cathedral’s diary over the last few 
years. 
 
We meet in spring, summer and autumn in an Emsworth home and garden.  A guest speaker leads 
and guides us on the afternoon’s theme, with times of prayer and reflection.  There are 
opportunities for quiet meandering, sitting, reading or day dreaming in the garden and 
conservatory. 
 
Transport from and to the Cathedral can be provided.  Tea/coffee and biscuits are available 
throughout the afternoon.  All welcome.  Watch the Pew Sheet for more details. 
 

Delia Curry 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

                                                                                                          
 

MESSY CATHEDRAL                                                                                                                                  
 

Messy Cathedral continues to grow each month in both Team and 
Attendees. We continue to see anything between 40 and 60 people of all 
ages gather together on the last Saturday of each month for an hour of crafts 
and games based around a biblical story or theme. This is followed by a short 
service bringing together all that has been done and then a delicious tea is 
enjoyed by all present supplied and served once again by our team of 
helpers. 

 
In addition, this year volunteers have begun to take more of a lead in the 
running of the afternoon, choosing the activities and the theme itself. The 
most recent Messy Cathedral was completely volunteer led with only the 
service being led by a member of the clergy. 
 

Each month we always have a couple of ‘first-timers’, and in recent months have seen them return 
the following month. New members of this worshipping community and volunteers are always 
welcome.  

Matt Bray 
 
 
 
 
BECKET’S BUNCH (SUNDAY SCHOOL) 
 

We have been fortunate this year to continue with 6 teachers and it has been slightly easier to find 
a second person for each session, without whom we cannot operate. We are however always glad 
to have new volunteers to teach or support.  Attendance continues to be somewhere between 4 and 
12 mostly very young children, which makes it harder for older ones who might want to join. One or 
two do come in and they help which is very useful. 
 
We operate throughout the school terms unless there are special services which make this impossible 
and, as last year we are trying to follow the Cathedral Annual Theme of Time. We decided that we 
would go back in time to hear the stories that Jesus would have known from the Old Testament.   
We intend to have a time line in Bishop Kenneth Room, which children can refer to. 
 
Our sessions continue to be a mixture of prayer, activities, and craft with story at their centre.  Chiefly 
though we hope the children enjoy their time with us and will want to come again! 
 

Carole King 
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The Cathedral Church of St Thomas of Canterbury as at April 2018 
 

The Dean 
The Very Revd David Brindley

 

Residentiary Canons 
The Revd Canon Nick Ralph 

The Revd Canon Peter Leonard 
The Revd Canon Dr Anthony Rustell 
The Revd Canon Dr Jo Spreadbury 

 

Cathedral Curate 
The Revd Matt Bray 

 

Reader 
Kitty Price 

Lay Members of Chapter 
John Hill (Chair of FIC)                    Richard Smout 

Honorary Canons 
The Revd Canon Bob White 

The Revd Canon Gill Hill 
The Revd Canon Karina Green 

The Revd Canon Graham Morris 
The Revd Canon John Draper 
The Revd Canon David Power 

The Venerable Ian Wheatley Royal Navy  
The Revd Canon Peter Hall 

The Revd Canon Will Hughes 
The Revd Canon Mike Duff 

The Revd Canon Hugh Wright 
The Revd Canon Wendy Kennedy 

 

Lay Canons 
Canon Debbie Sutton 
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Chapter Clerk 
Peter Sanders  

 

Organist and Master of the Choristers 
David Price 

 

Sub-Organist 
Sachin Gunga 

Cathedral Sing Administrator 
Adrian Green 

Choir Matrons 
Catherine O’Leary, Vanessa Fenton, Kyrie Wallis  

Education Officer 
Sarah Page   

Marketing Coordinator 
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Head Verger 
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Assistant Vergers 
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