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 Welcome to our Music News….. 

Our choirs have returned from their Christmas Leave after a 

wonderful round of services at the Cathedral when we sang 

Carol Services to well over 5,000 people over the festive 
season.  Our Girl Choristers sang at their first major 

Cathedral Carol service and at Midnight Mass. The Boy 

Choristers, Lay Clerks and Scholars sang a BBC broadcast 

since the last Music News and then a highly successful tour to 

Belgium before their busy round of Christmas services. 

 

Round Up  
We sang Choral Evensong on BBC Radio 3 last term 

which, as well as the Cathedral Choir, featured the first 

broadcast of our new West End chamades. Their addition 
created a good deal of comment on social media amongst 

church music fans! We were also delighted to receive 

feedback from the composer of the anthem we performed, 

’All wisdom cometh from the Lord’ by the former Organist of 

York Minster, Philip Moore… 
‘Thank you so much for including my anthem in your broadcast last week. 

It sounded very fine. Please pass my thanks to the choir and especially to 

Sachin and the soloist. The playing was very rhythmic and the soloist 

sustained the line so well. Your interpretation of the last section was 

especially memorable and so well controlled. I enjoyed the Stanford too.’ 

  
Last term, we also sang for the annual Royal Marines 

Band Service Memorial Day under the baton of their 

new Director of Music, Jon Ridley. We collaborate 

regularly with the band, most recently of course for the 

commissioning of HMS Queen Elizabeth. This service 

provided an opportunity to sing Sir Hubert Parry’s 

’Blessed pair of sirens’. The orchestra and combined 

choirs of Boys, Girls and Back Row made a thrilling noise 

to match the power of the Orchestra of HM Royal 

Marines!  

 

We hosted a visit of the Choir of Royal Holloway 

College, London with their Director Rupert Gough,  for 

a joint Choral Evensong with Cantate last term.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are enduring links with the college, for we 

have seen many Gappers come to us after studying 

there; the first being Tenor Lay Clerk, Mr Green and 

more recently a number of Girl Choristers and 

Gappers have moved there to study following their 

time in Portsmouth.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Peace Mass by Ola Gjeilo 
It was a great delight to work with Director of the National 

Youth Choir, Ben Parry on a new piece for Remembrance 

by Norwegian composer, Ola Gjeilo in partnership with the 
Portsmouth Grammar School,  The Peace Mass is a Missa 

Brevis written for double choir, strings and organ but will also 

be arranged for piano and organ so that the work will have 

wider use. The annual Remembrance Concert with PGS and 

the London Mozart Players was a very moving event, 

coming as it did at the conclusion of the 100th Anniversary 

of the First World War.   

 

Close on the heels of this commission is also a crowd funded 

project in memory of former Lay Clerk, Trevor Owen who 

died after a short illness in February of last year……. 

  

The Portsmouth Service by Thomas Hewitt-Jones 
We are delighted that Tommy Hewitt-Jones accepted the commission 

to write a set of canticles in memory of Trevor. These will be 

performed at Evensong on Sunday 3rd February at 6pm.  

 

Outreach 
Our regular visits to work with 
local primary schools in our 

Cathedral Sing Project 

continue apace, as well as trips to 

sing at Parish Churches in the 

Diocese.  We have been happy to work at St Mary’s Hayling 

Island, St Peter’s Soberton, St Mary’s Porchester, All Saints’ 

Church, Ryde and for the Deanery of the IoW.   

We have just started a new project at St James, Milton called 

‘Choir Church’. More news on this scheme next time…... 

 

‘Verbum caro’…..Advent and Christmas music at Portsmouth 
Our Christmas services began early in December with two Carol Services aboard HMS 

Victory, a service for The Hampshire Emergency 

Services and a terrific fundraising concert in partnership 

with The Renaissance Choir for Rowans Hospice to a 

capacity audience. The concert raised over £3,000 for our 

local hospice and we look forward to working with them 

again in 2019. 

 

Our new recording of Advent and Christmas CDs has 

proved very popular here in the UK and on tour in 

Belgium. A number of tracks were played in the week 

before Christmas on Classic FM and BBC Radio Solent. 

 

Christmas of course lasts until Candlemas on 2nd 

February, and so there is still time to buy your copy of this 

beautiful CD on-line or from The  Cathedral Shop.  
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 People 
We have welcomed large numbers of 

new people to the Cathedral Music 

Foundation over the last few 

months. It was great to install our new 

cohort of Choral Scholars Anna, 

JamesM, Patrick, Peter, Ethan and 

Oliver as well as our Organ Scholar 

JamesFR. We also installed a new Lay 

Clerk, James Lomas.  

Welcome to them all. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Probationers were promoted to Pro-Chorister earlier in the year, making way for a new 

team of recruits at the start of the Michaelmas term.  And last, but not least a huge intake of 

younger girls for Cantate were installed and surpliced at the start of the new Choir Year.  

Congratulations to Noah, Alex, Owen, Henry, Cyrus and Harry; Noah, Daniel, Alfie, 

George, Oliver, Amir, Fraser and David as well as Sydney, Francesca, Eleanor, Dawn, 

Libby,  Lu-Li, Chi-Yee, Sophia, Clara and Mei-Ling. 

 

Mr Sachin Gunga and Miss Hannah Thomas 

Our Sub-Organist, Mr Gunga is engaged to be married to 

Hannah Thomas, who sings in Cathedral Consort.  We are 

delighted at this splendid news and send warm congratulations 

to these two wonderful people at the heart of our cathedral 

family. 

And finally….. 

We very much look forward to welcoming Canon Anthony 

Cane and his family to Portsmouth later this term, when he is 

installed as the third Dean of Portsmouth. 

 
 

Information on all Cathedral Choirs from: 

David Price – Organist and Master of the Choristers 

music@portsmouthcathedral.org.uk 

Music Office, St Thomas Street, Old Portsmouth, PO1 2HA 


