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 Round Up  

Welcome to the Advent & Christmas 

Newsletter. As ever, this has been an 

action packed start to the Choir 
Year. Our new Scholars arrived in 

September; eleven new boys joined 

the ranks of the Cathedral Choir as 

Probationers; we unveiled our new 

West End Trumpets; received two 

new music commissions; welcomed John Rutter to the Cathedral; 

toured Cyprus with the girls and men; welcomed the Royal Marines 

Orchestra once again and met two very special Royal visitors. 

 

Tour to Cyprus 
Girl Chorister Phoebe Palmer writes…..In October half term 

Cantate visited the cities of Paphos and Nicosia in Cyprus on choir tour. 

Once we arrived in Paphos after an early start we had time to relax in 

the warm temperatures by the pool. Followed by the whole of Cantate 

coming together for a meal with a mixture of selected Cypriot dishes. 

Paphos lies on the coast of Cyprus, where we visited the harbour for 

traditional Greek meals, it is surrounded by modern culture and Greek 

mythology. Our first venue for a concert and mass was Agia Kyriaki 

Chrysopolitissa - The Anglican Church of Paphos. Here we saw the 

remains of St Paul’s Pillar; the story behind it foretells Saint Paul’s visit to 

convert the ruler to Christianity. It is now a stop for pilgrims who visit the stone as a bastion of the Christian 

faith. Further along the coast on our way to visit St Hilarion Castle we were able to see the Rock of Aphrodite 

where Aphrodite (Venus) allegedly rose from the sea. The Saint Hilarion Castle lies on the Kyrenia mountain 

range with beautiful scenery. The challenge of a climb up hundreds of steps was definitely worth the 

outstanding views. We also went to the torture chambers at Kyrenia Castle, with strange looking manikins, an 

experience we shall never forget! A highlight of the tour was having a break enjoying ourselves at a water park 

before heading to St Paul’s Anglican Cathedral, Nicosia, where 

we enrolled in a choral evensong. For our final concert and 

evensong we crossed the border to North Cyprus in St Andrew’s 

Church, Kyrenia. As Northern Cyprus is influenced by Turkish 

culture we wanted to visit a mosque to broaden our knowledge 

of different culture. Our repertoire included The Five Mystical 

Songs by Vaughan Williams, There is a Flower by John Rutter, 

Geistliches Lied by Brahms and many more that were 

successful and received excellent feedback. Overall the trip was 

great fun, a great opportunity to mingle with all year groups 

and become stronger as a choir.  

 

 

Royal Marines Band Remembrance 
Once again in October we hosted the Royal Marines Band 

Service Memorial Day. This year the choir sang music by 

Stanford and Parry accompanied by the RM Orchestra, and 

conducted for the last time by Lt Col Nick Grace whose final 

engagement as Principal Director of Music, Royal Marines 

this was. We thanked Nick for his work over the last 10 years. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

100th Anniversary of  the Women’s Royal Naval Service 
Straight after Half Term the Girls and Men sang 

for an historic occasion, the marking of the 100th 

Anniversary of the formation of the ‘Wrens’. 
The Princess Royal attended this event along 

with the Lord Lieutenant and the First Sea Lord 

and 800 former Wrens. A new memorial was 

dedicated on the 

West Apron. 

 

 

 

Then early in December we sang on board HMS Victory for the Naval 

Base Commander’s Carol Service on board HMS Victory, followed 

the next day by the Second Sea Lord’s. Our Royal Navy week was 

rounded off in exceptional style as we took part in the commissioning 

service of the Royal Navy’s new aircraft carrier HMS Queen 

Elizabeth. 

 

 

Commissioning of HMS Queen Elizabeth 
Early on the morning of Thursday 7th December all 

our boy and girls choristers gathered as normal for 

their 8am Rehearsals, though this time we headed 

straight for the Dockyard rather than school! 

Once through security we were bused to the north 

end of the Naval Base and on to a bustling vessel, 

HMS QE. Such is the scale of this vessel there was 

room for 4,000 seated audience of guests along 

with our choir and an 

organ and the Royal Marines Band. Despite these numbers there was 

still space for the ship’s company to parade on as well as the Royal 

Marines.  We sang a number of musical items with the RM Band and 

Katherine Jenkins before the service began.  

 

The commissioning of a new ship 

has a very distinctive liturgy but we 

were able to incorporate a short 

music prayer ‘O Lord defend thy 

servant Elizabeth our Queen’ 

composed by William Byrd.   

Two of our younger choristers 

Sam and Emily were selected to 

meet HM The Queen after the 
service which they 

duly did followed 

by a bonus chat 

with the Princess 

Royal about the 

event. 
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 People 
Many thanks to this year’s 

Scholars who have acquitted 

themselves superbly well this 

busy term with cheerfulness 

and enthusiasm.  

We have appointed next year’s 

Organ and Choral Scholars; 

congratulations to Anna, 

James, Patrick, Oliver, 

Ethan, Peter and James. 

 

We will be bidding a fond farewell to some senior boy choristers on Christmas Day. Ben 

and George have served as Head Choristers and Sebastian as a Deputy Head Chorister 

along with Serena from Cantate. They have been incredibly dedicated and reliable 

throughout their time as members of the Cathedral Choirs and we thank them for their 

service. 

 

Oliver Hancock  Cathedral Sub-Organist  

Also on Christmas 

Day, Mr Hancock 

will turn the 

Portsmouth Organ 

Blower switches 
on for one final 

time before he 

moves to be 

Director of Music 

at the Collegiate Church of St Mary’ Warwick. 

Oliver moved here from Ely in 2012 and has been 

an exemplary colleague and member of the 

Cathedral Music Staff. He has consistently 

inspired us with his playing, whether as an 

accompanist, improviser or soloist.  He has a 

strong sense of musicianship which also manifests 

itself in his conducting of choirs as the post has 

allowed.  Oliver has helped us grapple with the 

administrative demands of the Music Department 

here and set up many projects, systems and processes that will endure long into 

the future. We thank him fulsomely for his dedication to this place and wish him 

the very best for his new role in January. 

 

And finally…  
The start of next term will see the Installation of our new Sub-Organist, Mr Sachin 

Gunga alongside some chorister promotions; we look forward to recording a Christmas 

CD in late January; a trip to sing Evensong with the Quiristers at Winchester College; 

Evensong at Westminster Abbey; a Gents’ Tour to Norway and a Cathedral Choir tour 

to Belgium this time next year. 

 

 

Information on all Cathedral Choirs from: 
 

David Price – Organist and Master of the Choristers 

music@portsmouthcathedral.org.uk 

Music Office, St Thomas Street, Old Portsmouth, PO1 2HA 


