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As brothers and sisters in Christ,  

and as fellow members of the Anglican Communion, 

under God and in the power of the Holy Spirit, 

we commit ourselves to one another 

in a relationship of: 

Love and respect 

Prayer, encouragement and fellowship 

Listening and learning from one another 

Sharing of faith, experience, talents and resources 

Partnership in the gospel of Christ 

Mutual challenge and involvement in mission in our different cultures. 

Our aim is to advance the Kingdom of God 

 

 The Very Revd David Brindley    The Right Revd Dr Festus Yeboah-Asuamah 

 Dean of Portsmouth          Bishop of Sunyani  



The Beginnings 

 

“Can someone please come and support our new baby Cathedral?”  So wrote 

Bishop Thomas Brient, bishop of the newly formed Ghanaian Diocese of 

Sunyani, to IDWAL (Inter-Diocesan West Africa Link) in 1998. 

Sunyani, is the Regional Capital of 

the rural Brong Ahafo Region, 

which straddles across the middle 

of Ghana, bordering on Cote 

d’Ivoire to the west and the Volta 

lake to the east.   There was 

already an Anglican Community in 

Sunyani, originating from the more 

northern town of Nkoranza, and 

initially meeting in the Amankwah 

family home.  This small and active 

Christian group had later set 

about building two Primary plus 

two Junior High Schools and the 

small St Anselm’s tin tabernacle 

church.  Rev Edward Brient was 

initially the priest and later 

succeeded by his son Thomas 

Brient.  This was the church which 

would later evolve into a 

Cathedral for the newly created diocese in 1997 – coterminous with the 

Brong Ahafo region!     

Ghana, formally the Gold Coast, gained independence in 1957.  In 1968 the 

Diocese of Accra was inaugurated embracing the whole of the nation state.  

In 1981 other dioceses were created, including the Diocese of Sunyani-

Tamale which embraced the northernmost half of the country – an 

enormous challenge for the then Bishop, Joe Dadson, until the Sunyani and 

Tamale Dioceses separated in 1997. The original Cathedral and resources 

remained in Tamale.  The Rev Thomas Brient, then priest of St Anselm’s ‘tin 

tabernacle’ church, was consecrated and enthroned as Bishop of the newly 



inaugurated Diocese of Sunyani. Bishop Brient visited Portsmouth whilst in 

the UK for Lambeth 1998 and his request for help was swift to follow. 

Portsmouth entered the story in 2002.  A Partnership Agreement was 

drawn up and signed by both Cathedrals.  By the time I made my first visit, 

as Portsmouth Link Officer, in spring of that year, I found the erection of a 

new Cathedral building, designed by Daniel Amankwah, well underway.  It 

was octagonal in shape, painted pink and would be good for exuberant 

congregational dancing.  Martin Amankwah, a catechist and working in the 

grain storage business, became the Sunyani Link Officer. 

In 2003 I returned with another Portsmouth member for the 6-hour 

consecration of the new Cathedral and with £3,000 to help provide the 

finishing touches and doors to keep out wandering chickens and goats.   

 

The Early Days 

The needs were great.  Mother 

Superior Catherine, the Bishop’s 

wife, made a small living brewing 

up medical concoctions from local 

herbs and started a small soap-

making ‘industry’.   

Portsmouth shipped out sewing 

machines, bicycles and books and 

helped produce simple liturgy 

booklets and with the seminary 

training of two additional priests, 

Edward Baffoe and Hannah 

Dwomah (Ghana’s first woman 

priest who, now having lost a leg, is 

presently struggling to cope with a 

prosthetic limb).  Priests received a 

stipend of only £12 a month and 

eighteen of our congregation 

donated £7 a month for four years to raise the stipend of each priest until 

the diocese got its finances on a more even keel.    



A group visit in 2004 attended an 

ordination where our Precentor 

lead the ordination retreat and 

preached at the service.  Two of 

our group spent much time visiting 

the schools, made friends with the 

teachers and met with the children 

in each class.  Over subsequent 

years, together with assistance 

from Craneswater School, we 

helped upgrade some school 

facilities, providing roofing materials and toilet hand-washing facilities.  We 

worshiped at local ‘church plants’ and were overwhelmed by the hundreds 

of children attending a cathedral school service and Sunday afternoon 

games – a completely new concept. 

A second group visit in 2006 and travelled further afield to rural churches 

and schools in the diocese, met poor, struggling, yet joyful priests and in 

subsequent years supported various initiatives including introducing water 

and electricity supplies to communities and schools, establishing a fish farm 

and much more.  Bishop Thomas and Catherine Brient visited Portsmouth 

again in 2008.  We celebrated and gave thanks for all that had been 

achieved over the past ten years of partnership.  Bishop Thomas retired in 

December 2008 and continued to live in Sunyani until his death in 2016. 

 

The continuing story 

The Revd Dr Festus Yeboah-Asuamah, 

previously Dean of Kumasi Cathedral and a 

lecturer in Sociology at Kwame Nkrumah 

University of Science and Technology, was 

consecrated and enthroned as Bishop of 

Sunyani in 2009.  Four Portsmouth 

Cathedral members joined in the 

celebrations.  



His wife, Felicia, a highly skilled nurse 

anaesthetist, is now MU President for the 

Internal Province of Ghana (IPG).  They 

have five children.   

Festus and his family were initially housed 

in the small adobe Bishop’s dwelling 

opposite the Cathedral.  Having stayed 

there myself, I can vouch for the fact that 

there was no running water in the house.   

    

Bishop Festus subsequently visited Portsmouth and Canterbury in early 

2010 for the annual New Bishops’ Conference and came again in 2011 in 

connection with promoting Alpha in Ghana.  He appointed Martin 

Amankwah (now ordained and lecturing at the Polytechnic) as his Chaplain 

and arranged for Martin to also visit Portsmouth and Canterbury for a new 

priests’ extension programme. He subsequently entrusted us with the 

oversight of his daughter Mimi, 

working for a year on the Lee Abbey 

hospitality team.   

In 2012 I was invited to attend the 

Sunyani residential Diocesan Synod 

which gathers every three years.  It 

was a privilege to live alongside 

diocesan leaders and attend meetings 

under the mango tree. 



Bishop Festus gave priority to 

training further Catechists to who, 

whilst continuing their normal day-

time work, would focus on 

establishing new village worshipping 

communities. Thirty men and two 

women were selected.  Equipped 

with names and photos, Portsmouth 

Cathedral members funded the 

training and subsequent robing of all 

32 candidates.  Some have now 

progressed to full ordination.   

Another priority was the 

development of the Penkwase site; 

land donated by the chief located 2 

miles from the Cathedral on the edge 

of a new housing area. Re-possession 

would follow if not developed.  

Bishop Festus’ development plans 

included an Eye Clinic, Credit Union 

and Women’s Training Facilities and 

the Bishop’s Residence. All have now 

been completed.   

Our Cathedral gave some initial 

support and is currently sending 

£2,000 p.a. for the ongoing 

development of the Eye Clinic, now 

applying for registration as a more 

general medical facility.  A Ghanaian OHP Sister (Order of the Holy 

Paraclete) oversees the Training Facility.       



St Anselm’s Cathedral is carrying forward longer term plans for a school on 

site.  I attended the blessing of the site and Bishop’s residence in 2014 with 

its ‘St Thomas of Canterbury’ Chapel.  

Transport around the large diocese was a 

continual problem, coping with night time 

breakdowns on rural mud roads in a 

dilapidated and aged vehicle.  Recognising 

this priority need for a reliable 4x4 pick-up, 

our Cathedral Chapter allocated £5,000 

which was further match-funded by 

generous donations from members of the Cathedral congregation, enabling 

a total of £15,527.50 to be sent in 2016.   

It was a great privilege to have this mission opportunity and provide some 

direct help to our partner bishop in Sunyani who now remembers us with 

thanks, whenever he uses the vehicle to minister to the new and growing 

churches in the geographically large Sunyani Diocese.   

 

 

 



Looking to the future 

As I write in September ’18 the Diocese of Sunyani is meeting for its 

residential Synod, held every three years. Importantly they are celebrating 

21 years as a Diocese, come of age.  So much has been accomplished. But 

what does following Jesus look like in their present situation?  Synod now 

needs to discern ‘where the wind of the Spirit might be blowing for the 

future’.  How should they relate to the rapidly changing culture in which 

they find themselves with an ever widening gap between city and rural life?   

 Perhaps now, more than ever before, our two Cathedrals need to foster 

our mutual relationship, in which we listen and learn from each other, pray 

for, encourage and challenge each other in mission in order to advance the 

Kingdom of God in our differing situations.  Meanwhile they are in the 

middle of a 2-year USPG-promoted Health Promotion Project aimed at the 

reduction of childhood malaria in the rural northern parts of the diocese.  

African spirituality does not separate the spiritual concerns from the 

practicalities of daily life.  Like us they are looking to appoint a new 

Cathedral Dean.   

 If you would like to know more about this Link, received our 

occasional Sunyani Newsletter or join the small Cathedral Sunyani 

Link Support Group, then please do make contact with me at 

marion.syms@btinternet.com or on 01243 373409. 

 
 In October 2019, Bishop Festus will be celebrating 10 years as 

Bishop.  Might that be an occasion for a small group from 

Portsmouth to visit Sunyani?  Such visits can be a wonderfully joyful 

and life enhancing experience. 

 
 In July 2020 all eleven Ghanaian Bishops will hopefully be attending 

the Lambeth Conference and making a week long pre-Lambeth, not 

to be missed, visit to Portsmouth. 

 

Marion Syms (Link Officer & Lay Canon Sunyani Cathedral) 

September 2018           
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